
The month of March is one of our favorite times of the
year! The warming sunshine beckons people outside as the
days begin to get longer with Daylight Savings Time going
into effect. This all means that our wonderful citizens of
Philadelphia want to get outside and participate in
activities of all kinds. There are lots of St. Patrick’s Day
celebrations to look forward to this month, as well as
events such as the Philadelphia Horticultural Society
Flower Show, the Phillies Charities 5K, and various
community events for Easter. As a small reminder, if you
are looking to have an event in the city, make sure you
check out our website (phlevents.org) to see if there are
permits you might need to apply for.

March is a wonderful time of the year
and we’re looking forward to working
alongside many of you as you
prepare for the 2016 event season!

2015 St. Patrick’s Day Parade
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 Message from the Director…
As we spring forward, the Office of Special Events is fully committed to delivering the same high quality of
great city services to our event producers and citizens of Philadelphia.

We have a really robust task force that includes all of our city operating departments as well as our partners at
the Office of the City Representative, Office of Emergency Management and the Department of Parks &
Recreation.  We have broadened our scope and have included representatives from City Council and the
Mayor’s Office of Big Events to the task force.  Our collaboration gives us the very best event outcome and
keeps us at the forefront of cities who manage big events well.  We work seamlessly to ensure that every
event, big or small maintains a high level of integrity and is received well by all Philadelphians and visitors.

As the Director of Operations, our goal is to deliver services timely, efficiently and cost effective.   We are also
partnering with the Mayor’s Office of Empowerment & Economic Opportunity to connect emergency meal
providers with unused prepared food from special events in Philadelphia. This initiative will divert food waste
while simultaneously providing meals to insecure populations. We look forward to our continued relationship
with over 1,400 event applicants annually.

Jazelle Jones



More Than the Dollar Sign

By: Robert Allen

In case you haven’t noticed, Philadelphia is cool right now.  Our
beloved city, a metropolis forged in the fires of revolution and
industry, is experiencing a very real 21�� Century renaissance.  This
revival is energizing the hospitality and tourism industry in a big way,
and the benefits are trickling down to all sectors of the local special
event community.

The proliferation of events in Philadelphia is both tangible and
exciting.  In 2016, it is safe to say that every weekend of the spring,
summer and fall will feature an event that has been permitted through
our office.  The Office of Special Events is busier than ever, and we
could not be happier about it.  More work makes us happy?
Absolutely, and let me tell you why.

Special events make money.  Admittedly not the most romantic
statement, but to understate the pecuniary benefits of special events
would be irresponsible.  Hundreds of local and regional charitable
organizations use walks, runs, parades and festivals to raise millions of
dollars each year to combat disease, hunger and poverty.  Event-goers
buy tickets that support our treasured museums and cultural
institutions while spending their hard earned money in Philadelphia’s
hotels, restaurants and shops.  The hospitality sector is a major
economic driver in our region, supporting over 90,000 full-time jobs
and generating significant tax revenue for Philadelphia and its
surrounding counties.

All of that being said, it is worthwhile to remind ourselves that special
events carry an importance that extends far beyond economic impact.
Events facilitate and further the human experience, simultaneously
providing both an escape from, and an enhancement to, our everyday
lives.  When executed correctly, events provide a medium for the
exchange of art, music and cuisine.  You would be hard pressed to find
a more accessible vehicle for the conveyance of ideas and confluence
of cultures.  As Philadelphia continues to trend upward and our event
industry grows, take the time to remember that this resurgence is
about something much more important than dollars and cents.



To the left are just a few of the biggest events that

we had in February. First pictured is the Run into

Spring 5K on Kelly Drive, the official kick off event

for the Philadelphia Horticultural Society Flower

Show. Below that is a photo from the

groundbreaking event at Love Park, marking the

beginning of the renovation of the beloved

community space. Last, we have pictured the

Philadelphia Suns Crew from the annual Lion Dance

Parade.

And just like that, February has come and gone but

not without our addition of the 29th day this year!

This month we welcomed the Lunar New Year with

lots of festivities and midnight thrills celebrating

the Year of the Monkey. Skateboarders of all ages

received a special treat to have some final moments

in Love Park before the official closing occurred

after Valentine’s Day. And, although we had to bid

adieu to the ice skating rinks at RiverRink

Winterfest and Dilworth Park, we are just weeks

closer to warmer weather and the amazing annual

Philly Spring time activities!

As Seen in the Streets

The Long & Short of February
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March 1�� – 6��
PHS Philadelphia Flower Show – Philadelphia Convention Center (3/5-3/13)
Erin Express– 3800 Sansom St.; 100 S. 39th St. (3/5)
Erin Express– 1800 Sansom St. (3/5)
Erin Express– 400 S. 2nd St. (3/5)
Irish Heritage Celebration– 3900 Sansom St. (3/5)

March 7�� – 13��
Erin Express– 3800 Sansom St.; 100 S. 39th St. (3/12)
Erin Express– 1800 Sansom St. (3/12)
Erin Express– 400 S. 2nd St. (3/12)
Irish Heritage Celebration– 3900 Sansom St. (3/12)
PHS Philadelphia Flower Show – Philadelphia Convention Center (3/5-3/13)
246th Annual St. Patricks Parade – Benjamin Franklin Parkway (3/13)
Daylight Saving Time Begins – (3/13)

March 14�� – 20��
St. Patrick's Day – (3/17)
First Day of Spring – (3/20)

March 21�� – 27��
Good Friday –  City of Philadelphia Closed (3/25)
Phillies Charities 5K – Citizens Bank Park (3/26)
Easter Sunday – (3/27)
Easter Promenade – Start: E. Passyunk Ave. & South St.; End: South Street Headhouse (3/27)
Celebration of Chinese Gods – Start & End: 1234 Wood St. (3/27)

March 28�� – 31��
Easter Monday – (3/28)

For a full detailed list of events, please visit the Calendar on our website!

www.phlevents.org

Special Fact of the Month:
Bartram’s Garden is the oldest surviving botanical garden in
North America. It was founded by John Bartram in 1728 and
continues to blossom with diverse plants today.

http://phlevents.org

