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Famous as the birthplace of American Independence, the City of Philadelphia
offers much more than cobblestone streets and historical landmarks. Cultural,
culinary, artistic and ethnic treasures all weave together to create the beautiful
fabric that is Philadelphia and its surrounding countryside.
Philadelphia is a city of amazing diversity and contrast. By day, explore four
centuries of history and architecture, beautiful parks, charming neighborhoods
and remarkable museum collections. After the sun sets, the city heats up with a
vibrant performing arts community, adventurous fine dining and special events
of every conceivable genre, size and scope.
All this and more attracts more than 39 million visitors to the Philadelphia region
each year, sustaining 90,000 jobs in the hospitality sector and generating
approximately $10 billion in annual economic activity. The New York Times
ranked Philadelphia #3 on its list of “52 Places to Go in 2015” behind only Milan,
Italy and Cuba. There is no doubt that Philadelphia has arrived on the world
stage as an international destination and a first-class city.
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Insert Mayor’s Letter

Jazelle M. Jones
Office of Special Events
Deputy Managing Director & Director
of Operations

Ms. Jones has held the positions of Deputy Managing Director and Director of Operations since 2005.
She is responsible for the oversight, coordination and execution of City services for the hundreds of
parades, festivals, concerts, athletic events, fundraisers and major motion picture film productions held
each year in Philadelphia. Signature events include the Wawa Welcome America Festival, Made in
America Music Festival, Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts, Mummer’s Parade,
Thanksgiving Day Parade, Philadelphia International Cycling Classic, Philadelphia Marathon and the
Broad Street Run, to name a few.
Ms. Jones’ knowledge of, and experience in, special projects management is comprehensive. This
experience includes drafting comprehensive operation plans and directing municipal response for events
which require the direct involvement of the City’s operating departments. Ms. Jones also works closely
with the Law Department and is responsible for ensuring that all necessary permits, insurances and
agreements with the City are executed prior to any special event.
Ms. Jones is also responsible for monitoring and analyzing the departments' performance, cost analysis
and reimbursements, and serving as a catalyst to encourage cooperation and collaboration both
internally and externally. Other special projects have included: Presidential Visits, British Monarchy
Visits, Project Brotherly Love (Hurricane Katrina Relief Effort), FEMA liaison (recovered $4M in
reimbursements to the city), Democratic Presidential Debate at Drexel University, Extreme Home
Makeover, Lebanese Repatriation Effort, Liberty Medal Ceremony, 150th Anniversary of the Academy of
Music and the Philadelphia Crime Summit Conference. In 2011, Ms. Jones was the project manager for
the “Occupy Philadelphia” encampment on Dilworth Plaza. Ms. Jones currently serves on the 2016
Democratic National Convention Host Committee and is the City’s primary representative and liaison
for the 2015 World Meeting of Families Conference and Papal visit.
Ms. Jones was originally appointed by the Mayor in November of 2001 as the Director of Planning for
the Mayor’s Office of Community Services, the City’s Anti-Poverty Agency. This position had the direct
responsibility and oversight of the funding sources that provided direct program services to low-income
families. Prior to joining the City of Philadelphia, Ms. Jones has held numerous managerial positions in
the private sector. She is the recipient of the Governor’s Award for Local Government Excellence, the
American Red Cross Humanitarian Award, the Mayor’s MVP Award and the NAACP National Voter
Fund Award. She and her husband, 4th District Councilman Curtis Jones, Jr. have four children and live
in the Wynnefield neighborhood of Philadelphia.

William Penn - City Hall
William Penn, standing atop of City Hall
at a towering 37 feet from the ground.
The statue is made of solid bronze,
weighs 27 tons and is the largest statue
on a building in the world.

Night Market Phila.
South Street West
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Philadelphia &
Surrounding
Counties
A. Current City
Population
The current population of the City
of Philadelphia is 1,547,607. (2012
U.S. Census)

B. Current SMSA or LUZ
Population
The current population of the
Philadelphia metropolitan statistical
area (MSA) is 6,012,176. The
Philadelphia MSA is the 6th largest
in the United States. (2012 U.S.
Census)

C. Population within 50
Mile Radius of Applicant
City
The population within a 50 mile
radius of Philadelphia is
approximately 7,540,190. This
figure was obtained through the
University of Missouri’s Circular
Area Profiling System or CAPS,
which utlizes data from the 2012
U.S. Census.

D. Primary Festival & Event Venues Available
E. Water & Power Accessibility
Water/
Capacity
Power
Accessible?

Venue Name

Indoor/
Outdoor

Benjamin Franklin
Parkway

Outdoor

500,000

Yes (Both)

Festivals; Concerts; Runs/Walks

Pennsylvania
Convention Center

Indoor

300,000

Yes (Both)

Expos; Meetings; Fairs

Lincoln Financial Field

Outdoor
(Stadium)

68,000

Yes (Both)

NFL & NCAA Football; Concerts

FDR Park

Outdoor

60,000

Yes (Both)

Runs/Walks; Concerts

Citizens Bank Park

Outdoor
(Stadium)

45,000

Yes (Both)

MLB Baseball; Concerts

Independence National
Historical Park

Outdoor

30,000

Yes (Both)

Concerts; Ceremonies; Historical
Displays

Wells Fargo Center

Indoor
(Arena)

19,500

Yes (Both)

NHL Hockey, NBA & NCAA
Basketball; NLL Lacrosse; Concerts

Mann Music Center

Outdoor
(Concert
Venue)

13,500

Yes (Both)

Concerts; Festivals

Liacouras Center

Indoor
(Arena)

10,000

Yes (Both)

NCAA Basketball; Concerts; Expos

Outdoor

10,000

Yes (Both)

Concerts; Festivals

Outdoor

8,000

Yes (Both)

Concerts; Festivals

Franklin Square

Outdoor

7,000

Yes (Both)

Festivals; Educational Programming

Rittenhouse Square

Outdoor

6,000

Yes (Both)

Concerts; Galas; Festivals; Markets

5,800

Yes (Both)

Concerts; Festivals

3,000

Yes (Both)

Concerts; Festivals

Penn's Landing - Great
Plaza
Penn's Landing - Festival
Pier

Robin Hood Dell Music
Center
Electric Factory

Outdoor
(Concert
Venue)
Indoor/
Outdoor

Events

Headhouse Square
Shambles

Outdoor

2,600

Yes (Both)

Festivals; Craft Shows; Open Air
Markets

Verizon Hall (Kimmel
Center)

Indoor

2,500

Yes (Both)

Home of the Philadelphia Orchestra;
Opera; Concerts; Meetings; Expos

F. Hospital and Emergency Response
Availability

Philadelphia Police Department
The Philadelphia Police Department (PPD) is the nation’s fourth
largest police department, with over 6,600 sworn officers and 800
civilian personnel. The country’s oldest municipal law enforcement
agency, the PPD is the primary law enforcement agency for
Philadelphia County, which extends 140 square miles and includes
1,547,607 residents (2012 U.S. Census). Each year, the Philadelphia
Police Department provides support services for over 2,000 parades,
festivals, concerts, sporting events and film projects at an annual
personnel cost of approximately $12 million.
The PPD Traffic Division is the principal unit in the Department responsible for the execution of special
events. Traffic Division supervisors are permanent members of the City’s Special Event Task Force and are
closely involved in the planning and execution of all events requiring a police presence for traffic control,
crowd control and/or emergency response. Additional units and divisions, such as the Homeland Security,
Civil Affairs, Marine & Aviation Units, are included in the planning and execution of events as needed.
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Philadelphia Fire Department
The Philadelphia Fire Department is the largest fire department in the
state of Pennsylvania and holds distinction as one of the oldest
established fire departments in the United States. Consisting of
approximately 2,000 dedicated public servants, the Philadelphia Fire
Department is responsible for fire protection duties, emergency medical
service and hazmat response. The Philadelphia Fire Department
responded to 293,595 total calls for service in calendar year 2014.
Representatives from the department’s medical, fire, hazmat and homeland security units are fully
involved with the planning and execution of all special events taking place in Philadelphia. Members of the
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Division are permanent members of the City’s Special Event Task
Force. PFD-EMS personnel directly support nearly 1,000 special events each calendar year.

Hospitals
The Philadelphia metropolitan area is home to numerous nationally
ranked medical institutions and healthcare facilities. City-Data suggests
that, within a 100 mile radius of Philadelphia, lies largest concentration of
healthcare resources in the United States.
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) attained the number one
ranking on U.S News & World Report’s 2014-2015 Honor Roll of the
nation’s best children’s hospitals, and is widely considered one of the
premiere pediatric medical facilities in the world. The University of
Pennsylvania Hospital-Penn Presbyterian Medical Center was named the
nation’s 7th best hospital in U.S. News & World Report’s 2014 rankings.
The City of Philadelphia’s healthcare infrastructure is robust and
prepared for all contingencies, including mass casualty events. No fewer
than eight trauma centers operate 24 hours a day in close proximity to city
center.

Office of Emergency Management
The Managing Director’s Office of Emergency Management (MDOOEM) is responsible for ensuring the readiness of the City of
Philadelphia for emergencies of any kind. MDO-OEM employs a
highly dedicated and talented group of professionals, who oversee
development of the City's plans for large-scale emergencies and
disasters, and coordinate and support responses to and recovery from
emergencies.
The Office of Emergency Management’s mission is accomplished through an integrated and collaborative
program that educates the public on how to prepare for emergencies, works with organizations throughout
the city to prepare emergency contingencies, mitigate the impact of emergencies and enable the city to
recover from an emergency as quickly as possible.
MDO-OEM effectively utilizes its partnerships with the Philadelphia Police and Fire Departments, as well
as numerous regional and national stakeholders, to coordinate City’s public safety assets in response to
major special events, including the Wawa Welcome America Festival, the Broad Street Run, the
Philadelphia Marathon and the Made in America Music Festival.

G. Total Number of Hotel Rooms Available
The City of Philadelphia and the surrounding
region offers more than 30,000 hotel rooms, and
more than 11,000 of these rooms are located in
Center City Philadelphia. This number is
expected to grow substantially in the coming
years, as numerous hotel construction projects
are underway in the Center City area and
beyond. New hotel construction is expected to
bring at least 1,500 additional rooms to the City
of Philadelphia by the end of 2016.

14
Rooms (Millions)

According to VisitPhilly, more than 920,000 hotel
room nights are booked for leisure each year, a
264% increase from 1997. In total, guests fill
more than 3 million hotel rooms in Center City
Philadelphia and 8 million rooms in the
Philadelphia region each year.

Annual Hotel Room Supply
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Total Hotel Room Revenue
1200
U.S. Dollars (Millions)

A dynamic combination of tourism, access to
transportation, a thriving business community
and a variety of special events have allowed
Philadelphia hotels to post greater than 70%
occupancy rates every year from 2004 to 2013
with the exception of 2009, the height of the
recession.
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*Credit - Visit Philadelphia’s 2014 Annual Report

H. Public Transportation
Options

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transit Authority

The City of Philadelphia and its immediate surrounding counties are serviced by the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Transit Authority, or SEPTA. SEPTA’s core mission is the delivery of safe, courteous,
convenient and dependable transit service to residents and visitors to the City of Philadelphia.
In 2012, SEPTA received the award for “The Best Large Transit Agency in North America” from the
American Public Transportation Association, or APTA.
SEPTA is responsible for the operation of the sixth largest public transportation fleet in the United States,
with a fleet comprised of:
● 119 Bus Routes
● Approximately 1,390 Wheelchair-Accessible Buses
● 8 Trolley (Light Rail) Lines
● 3 Trackless Trolley Routes
● 2 Subway/Elevated (Heavy Rail) Lines
● 1 Interurban High-Speed Line (Heavy Rail)
● 13 Regional Railroad (Commuter Rail) Lines
● Shared Ride Service in the City of Philadelphia
● ADA Paratransit service throughout the five-county region

SEPTA provides direct subway and bus service to and from the Philadelphia stadium complex for
professional sporting events (MLB, NFL, NHL, NBA & NCAA), major concerts and many other types of
events. When required, SEPTA is able to extend and/or expand operations to accommodate large scale
special events (Made in America Festival, Welcome America Festival, Broad Street Run, etc.).
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Representatives from the SEPTA’s operations divisions are permanent
members of the City’s Special Event Task Force and are directly involved in
the planning and execution of all special events that have the potential to
impact mass transit operations.
A full map of SEPTA’s regional rail and rail transit systems is included on the
following page.

Philadelphia International & Northeast Airports

Summary
Philadelphia is served by two airports, both of which are
managed by the City’s Division of Aviation: Philadelphia
International Airport (PHL) and Northeast Philadelphia
Airport (PNE). Philadelphia International Airport is
currently the 10th busiest airport in the United States in terms
of annual take-offs and landings. In Calendar Year (CY) 2014,
PHL accommodated 30.5 million passengers, including more
than 4.5 million international passengers, on nearly 420,000
aircraft takeoffs and landings. On average, over 84,000 passengers
use the Airport facilities daily.
U.S. Airways, now part of the new American Airlines, remains PHL’s major hub carrier, accounting for
approximately seventy five percent of airport enplanements. Twenty-nine tenant airlines operated over 560
daily flights to 125 cities, including an average of 57 flights to 38 international destinations. Northeast
Philadelphia Airport (PNE) is a general aviation airport also capable of handling corporate air traffic and is
located in the northeast section of Philadelphia, approximately 20 miles from Center City. PNE is served by two
Fixed Based Operators (FBO): Atlantic Aviation and North Philadelphia Jet Center.
Airport Public Information Representatives located in each terminal assist passengers with airport, airline, and
City information. Foreign language assistance is also available by using one of the white information telephones,
or at the Passenger Assistance counter in Terminal A-East.

Airport Ground Transportation Services
Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) operates a high-speed train line that departs from
the Airport every half hour from 5:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. daily, allowing travelers easy access to Center City.
Travel time is approximately 25 minutes, and costs approximately $8.
Limousine shuttle service is available to Center City for approximately $27. Taxicabs
provide door-to-door service to Center City locations for a flat fee of $28.50 per taxi.
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Town car/Sedan service is offered at approximately $45 to Center City.
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In addition to the shuttle, taxi and town car services, multiple providers of
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coach/commercial bus services are available throughout the City, which include
Philadelphia Trolley Works, Krapf’s Coaches, Starr Tours and Academy Charters.

ADA Accessibiility

Where Are You Headed?
Airlines currently servicing PHL include: Air Canada,
AirTran Airways, American Airlines, Alaska Airlines,
British Airways, Delta Air Lines, Frontier Airlines,
JetBlue , Lufthansa German Airlines, Qatar Airways,
Southwest Airlines, Spirit Airlines, United Airlines,
U.S. Airways, U.S. Airways Express, Virgin America.
International service provided to and from
Philadelphia International Airport includes:
Amsterdam, Aruba, Athens, Barcelona, Bermuda,
Brussels, Cancun, Doha, Dublin, Edinburgh, Frankfurt,
Freeport, Glasgow, Grand Cayman, Halifax, Lisbon,
London, Madrid, Manchester, Montego Bay, Montreal,
Munich, Nassau, Ottawa, Paris, Turks and Caicos
Islands, Punta Cana, Quebec, Rome, St Lucia, St
Maarten, St Thomas Island, San Juan, Santo Domingo,
Shannon, Tel Aviv, Toronto, Venice and Zurich.
Airports providing commercial service within
proximity to PHL include: Atlantic City Airport (56
miles from PHL), Lehigh Valley Airport (74 miles from
PHL), Trenton-Mercer Airport (44 miles from PHL)
and Wilmington Airport (27 miles from PHL).
General aviation/Corporate airports within proximity
to Philadelphia include: Northeast Philadelphia
Airport; Brandywine Airfield; Camden County
Airfield; Chester County Airport; Doylestown Airfield;
Flying W Airport; Northwest Airfield; PottstownLimerick Airport; South Jersey Regional Airport;
Wings Airfield.
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● Elevators with raised numbers and
Braille, are located throughout the Airport
● Directional signage to public telephones,
equipped with Telecommunications Devices for the Deaf (TDD’s)
● Public telephones with amplified volume
control
● ATM machines with instructions in several languages, as well as Braille
● Selected airport personnel have been
trained in sensitivity awareness
● Electric lifts are used by the airlines to
assist passengers enplaning and deplaning commuter aircraft
● Restrooms throughout the airport are accessible and labeled with tactile markings
● Airport brochures are available in large
print, Braille, and cassette version
● An open-captioned video highlighting
passenger services at the airport is available
● SEPTA’s ParaTransit vehicles provide
service to and from the airport by reservation

30TH STREET STATION
30th Street Station (PHL) is located at 2955 Market Street, which places it in convenient walking distance to
both Center City and the University City Districts. The station is owned and operated by Amtrak, and houses
a number of the firm’s corporate offices. Featuring a nine-level parking garage, full ADA compliance and a
wide assortment of rider amenities, 30th Street Station is the busiest Amtrak station in the state of
Pennsylvania and the third-busiest in the entire Amtrak system.

Strategically located near the epi-center of the Mid-Atlantic travel corridor, the City of Philadelphia is one of
the busiest and most important passenger railroad interchanges in the United States. 30th Street Station offers
tourists, visitors and business travelers with convenient, direct service to rail stations across the country as
well as frequent daily service to Penn Station in New York City and Union Station in Washington D.C.

Wait, there’s
more!

Car Sharing

Car sharing services such as Enterprise Philly CarShare and Zipcar have expanded operations
in the Philadelphia metropolitan area, making it easier than ever to gain access to a vehicle
when you need one.
Uber and Lyft have made their way into the Philadelphia market as well. Although legal
challenges still exist, these companies will offer yet another dynamic mode of transportation to
residents and visitors looking to explore the City of Philadelphia and the surrounding region.

I. Parking Availibility
A large urban environment such as Philadelphia presents unique
parking challenges for residents and visitors. Parking in Philadelphia is
regulated by the Philadelphia Parking Authority (PPA). There are
many parking options for residents and visitors, including:
- More than 7,000 metered on-street parking spaces.
- More than 70 privately owned and operated parking lots and garages
in the Center City area and immediate vicinity.
- 17 PPA parking lots and garages in the Center City area and
immediate vicinity.
- 23 PPA neighborhood parking lots that are free of charge.
- More than 22,000 parking spaces in the stadium complex, which
includes the Wells Fargo Center, Lincoln Financial Field and Citizens
Bank Park.

J. Walking Paths and Bicycle Lanes
The City of Philadelphia is deeply committed to
municipal sustainability. In 2008, the Mayor’s Office of
Transportation and Utilities (MOTU) was formed and
immediately called upon to develop a plan which would
connect the disparate legs of Philadelphia’s bicycle lane
network. Seven years later, Philadelphia has well over
200 miles of bicycle lanes and the highest percentage of
residents who bike to work of any big city in the United
States. Philadelphia’s efforts in this area have earned the
City recognition as a “Bicycle Friendly Community” by
the League of American Bicyclists.
In April of 2015, MOTU launched Philadelphia’s first
bike share program, Indego. Co-sponsored by
Independence Blue Cross, Indego features more than
sixty stations located throughout Center City and parts
of the West, North and South Philadelphia
neighborhoods.
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Philadelphia is home to beautiful Fairmount
Park, the largest landscaped urban park system
in the world. Within its 9,200 acres exist
approximately 215 miles of scenic recreational
walking and cycling trails.
In 2014, construction was on completed on the
Schuylkill Bank Boardwalk, a 2,000 foot long
concrete path parallel to the Schuylkill River
between Locust Street and South Street. The
boardwalk is part of a larger revitalization
project, sponsored by the City of Philadelphia
and the Schuylkill River Development
Corporation, that seeks to create an eight mile
greenway and trail network running along both
sides of the Schyulkill River. When completed,
this network will connect the Fairmount Dam
with the Delaware River, delivering one of the
premier urban green spaces in the country.

K. Estimated City Visitors Annually
Attributed to Festivals and Events
Philadelphia is a world
class event city with the
necessary infrastructure
to attract and support
visitors to the region. In
its 2014 report, the
Greater Philadelphia
Tourism and Marketing
Corporation (GPTMC)
reported an average of
38 million domestic
visitors to the Greater
Philadelphia region over
the last three years.
GPTMC reports that
visitors to Philadelphia
and the surrounding
counties spend
approximately $27.5
million per day,
accounting for more
than $600 million in
state and local tax
revenue. The Greater
Philadelphia area’s
burgeoning tourism and
hospitality sector
supports nearly 90,000
full-time jobs in the
region.

visitors to the City of
Philadelphia and it’s
surrounding counties.
In 2015, the City of
Philadelphia will host
what could turn out to
be the largest event in
its history, the World
Meeting of Families.
Scheduled to take place
in September 2015, the
week long conference
and massive two-day
celebration is expected
to draw more than two
million visitors to the
City of Philadelphia,
more than doubling the
city’s population. The
Philadelphia
Convention and Visitors
Bureau (PHLCVB)
estimates the regional
economic impact of this
event at $418 million.

Earlier this year,
Philadelphia was
selected as the host city
for the 2016 Democratic
With seven professional National Convention,
beating out bids from a
sports teams, an
assortment of nationally number of competing
recognized conventions cities including Atlanta,
and shows, and over 600 Columbus and
Brooklyn. The 2016
parades and festivals
DNC will draw more
taking place each year,
than 60,000 visitors to
Philadelphia’s event
the region over of the
sector continues to
course of the
thrive. Best estimates
show that special events convention. PHLCVB
estimates that the event
(sporting events,
will generate between
concerts, conventions,
$170 and $250 million in
festivals, parades, etc.)
economic impact for the
attract approximately
City of Philadelphia.
five million annual

Baltimore Avenue Stroll
University City District’s one-night-only
deal fest draws tens of thousands to
Baltimore Avenue in the Cedar Park
and Spruce Hill neighborhoods of
Philadelphia to celebrate the Dollar
Stroll with an abundance of deals for
only one dollar.
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Broad Street Run
Event Summary
The Broad Street Run, sponsored by Independence Blue
Cross, is the largest ten mile road race in the United States.
Participants start at the intersection of Broad Street and
Fisher Avenue in the Logan neighborhood of Philadelphia
and proceed south on Broad Street to the Philadelphia
Navy Yard. The course includes many iconic landmarks
and buildings including City Hall, the Avenue of the Arts
and the stadium complex in South Philadelphia. The first
Broad Street Run was held in 1980 with approximately
1,600 runners. The popularity of the race has grown to the
extent that registration is now conducted through a lottery
system. The 2015 Broad Street Run featured more than
45,000 runners, including a significant number of
international participants.
Number of Years Produced
1980-2015 (36 Years)

Event Date(s)
First Sunday in May

Primary Target Audience
The Broad Street Run is an
international race that is open to both
competitive and amateur runners.
The course is lined with cheer zones
and water stations that foster a lively
environment for participants and
spectators alike. Runners must
register and pay applicable
registration fees.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
45,000 per year

Top Executive Contact Information
Jim Marino - Race Director
Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation
1515 Arch Street - 10�� Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 906-1052

Mummer’s Parade
Event Summary
The Mummer’s Parade is one of Philadelphia’s most unique
traditions. Officially started on New Year’s Day in 1901,
the Mummer’s Parade features comic brigades, fancy
divisions and string bands representing nearly all of the
neighborhoods of Philadelphia with beautiful costumes
and exhilarating performances. In 2015, parade organizers
and the City of Philadelphia reversed the parade route in
an effort to reach a larger audience and streamline costs.
The change was a resounding success, and the Mummer’s
Parade will continue dazzle Philadelphia’s citizens and
visitors on New Year’s Day for years to come.

Top Executive Contact Information
Number of Years Produced
1901-2015 (115 Years)

Event Date(s)
New Year’s Day - January 1

Primary Target Audience
The Mummer’s Parade is a familyfriendly event that has wide appeal
across all demographics. Vendors and
businesses line the parade route as the
performers make their way south on
Broad Street. The length of the route
and width of the sidewalks provide
many convenient viewing locations.
This event is free to the public.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
100,000+ per year

Leo Dignam - Parade Director
Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation
1515 Arch Street - 10�� Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 683-3690

Philadelphia Marathon Weekend
Event Summary
The Philadelphia Marathon, currently sponsored by GORETEX, is the only full length marathon in the City of
Philadelphia. Since its inception in 1994, the Philadelphia
Marathon has morphed from a small, local event into one
of the top ten marathons in the United States.
Philadelphia Marathon Weekend now includes a Health &
Fitness Expo, a Kids Fun Run and the Rothman Institute 8K
Run, all of which lead up to the GORE-TEX Marathon and
Half-Marathon races on Sunday. Featuring a breathtaking
course lined with the beautiful scenery of Fairmount Park,
the historical landmarks of Old City and the diversity of
Philadelphia’s unique neighborhoods, the Philadelphia
Marathon has forged a reputation as one of the most
prestigious road races in the country.
Number of Years Produced
1994-2015 (22 Years)

Event Date(s)
Third weekend in November

Primary Target Audience
The Philadelphia Marathon Weekend
draws an international field of
athletes and provides a fun, familyfriendly environment for competitors
and spectators alike. Runners must
register and pay applicable
registration fees.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
40,000 per year

Top Executive Contact Information
Desiree Peterkin-Bell, City Representative/Dir. of
Communications & Strategic Partnerships
Office of the City Representative
1515 Arch Street - 12�� Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 683-2060

Penn Relays
Event Summary
First held in 1895, the Penn Relays is the longest
uninterrupted collegiate track meet in the country. Hosted
at Franklin Field on the campus of the University of
Pennsylvania, the Penn Relays cultivate an exciting
atmosphere through its annual carnival and a wide variety
of track and field events with competitors from high
schools, colleges and universities throughout the United
States and abroad. Each year, the event draws
approximately 22,000 entrants and over 100,000
spectators to the City of Philadelphia for a weekend of
spirited athletic competition in a historically significant
environment. The Penn Relays remain one of the best
attended track meets anywhere in the world.

Number of Years Produced

Top Executive Contact Information

1895-2015 (121 Years)

Dave Johnson - Director
Penn Relays & Penn Relay Carnival
219 S. 33�� Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
(215) 898-6145

Event Date(s)
April 23 - April 25

Primary Target Audience
The Penn Relays strives to create a
family-friendly environment for
competitors and their guests. This
event draws visitors from the United
States and around the world. This is a
ticketed event.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
125,000 per year

Aberdeen Dad Vail Regatta
Event Summary
The Dad Vail Regatta, currently sponsored by Aberdeen
Asset Management, is the largest collegiate regatta in
North America. It features over 175 races with teams
from 128 colleges and universities. Conceived in 1934 by
two men with ties to the University of Pennsylvania crew
team, the Dad Vail Regatta moved to Philadelphia in
1953 and is currently one of the longest running crew
competitions in the world. Each May, the best collegiate
crew teams from across the country descend on Kelly
Drive and the Schuylkill River for two full days of
competition on Philadelphia’s iconic 2,000 meter
Olympic length race course.

Number of Years Produced

Top Executive Contact Information

Total: 1934-2015 (81 Years)

JR Hanna - President
Dad Vail Regatta Organizing Committee
455 S. Gulph Road - Suite 306
King of Prussia, PA 19406
(267) 670-7440

Philadelphia: 1953-2015 (62 Years)

Event Date(s)
Second Friday and Saturday in May

Primary Target Audience
The Dad Vail Regatta is familyfriendly event that is open to qualified
collegiate teams from anywhere in
the world. Rower village and the race
expo add to the spectator experience
through live entertainment, food
vendors and activities for event-goers
of all ages. This is a ticketed event.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
50,000 per year

Philadelphia Bike Race
Event Summary
The PhillyCycling Classic, formerly known as the
Philadelphia International Cycling Championship, is a
Philadelphia institution and one of the premier cycling
competitions in the United States. The event features
approximately 19 men’s teams and 21 women’s teams on a
12 mile multi-lap circuit through Fairmount Park and the
Manayunk, Roxborough and East Falls neighborhoods of
Philadelphia. Prior to the start of the professional race,
amateur riders and cycling enthusiasts are given the
opportunity to ride a 30 mile closed course called the
Velothon, which included the professional race course and
the famous “Manayunk Wall”, a 17 percent grade hill in the
Manayunk neighborhood that tests the meddle of
amateurs and professionals alike.
Number of Years Produced
1994-2015 (22 Years)
Top Executive Contact Information
Event Date(s)
First Sunday in June

Primary Target Audience
Event organizers, local community
organizations and the City of
Philadelphia have gone to great
lengths to ensure that the Philly
Cycling Classic remains a free, familyfriendly event for athletes and
spectators. The start/finish line
features an expo with the latest
cycling gear, food vendors and live
entertainment.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
100,000

Desiree Peterkin-Bell, City Representative/Dir. of
Communications & Strategic Partnerships
Office of the City Representative
1515 Arch Street - 12�� Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 683-2060

Budweiser Made In America
Music Festival
Event Summary

Number of Years Produced

The Made in America Music Festival, sponsored by
Budweiser and produced by Live Nation and Jay-Z, was
founded in 2012. The inaugural event, headlined by Jay-Z
and Pearl Jam, became an immediate sensation. The
event brings together an eclectic mix of more than twenty
hand-selected, nationally-recognized artists across all
musical genres on three stages for a two-day festival on
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Center City
Philadelphia. In addition to world class musical talent, the
Made in America Music Festival features a large skate
park, food vendors, carnival games and more. Made in
America, held on Labor Day weekend, has brought
substantial crowds and a profound financial impact to
Philadelphia on what was a traditionally slow weekend for
Philadelphia’s tourism and hospitality industries.

2012-2014 (3 Years)
Top Executive Contact Information
Event Date(s)
Labor Day weekend

Primary Target Audience
The Made in America Festival draws
an adult audience and targets the 2134 year old demographic. The event
has been designed to appeal broadly
to fans of all musical genres and is
successful in drawing locals as well
visitors from across the region and
beyond. This is a ticketed event.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
120,000 per year

Alan Ostfield - President (North Atlantic)
Live Nation Worldwide, Inc.
111 Presidential Blvd. - Suite 111
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
(610) 784-5400

Philadelphia International Auto Show
Event Summary
The Philadelphia International Auto Show was founded in
1902, and is currently one of the largest indoor auto shows
in the United States. Utilizing approximately 650,000
square feet of the Pennsylvania Convention Center and
featuring over 700 vehicles from all major dealers, the
Philadelphia International Auto Show draws in excess of
240,000 people per year.
The Automobile Dealers Association of Greater
Philadelphia, one of the oldest associations of its kind, has
produced the show each year since 1904. A portion of the
proceeds from the Philadelphia International Auto Show
Black Tie Gala go to Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
Exit surveys conducted by the Automobile Dealers
Association of Philadelphia show that 48% of local new car
sales are directly influenced by the Auto Show.
Number of Years Produced
1902-2015 (114 Years )

Event Date(s)
First Week of February

Primary Target Audience
The Philadelphia International Auto
Show is a family-friendly event that
appeals to all demographics and
draws visitors to Philadelphia from
across the region. This is a ticketed
event.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
240,000 per year

Top Executive Contact Information
Michael Gempp
Automobile Dealers Association of Greater Philadelphia
3311 Swede Road - Suite A
East Norriton, PA 19401
(610) 279 - 5229

Philadelphia International Flower
Show
Event Summary

Number of Years Produced

Founded in 1827, the Philadelphia Flower Show is the
oldest and largest indoor flower show in the world.
Sponsored and produced by the the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society, the oldest horticultural society in the
United States, the Philadelphia Flower Show has delighted
visitors to Philadelphia for nearly 200 years. Relocated to
the Pennsylvania Convention Center in 1996, the Flower
Show draws approximately 265,000 people to the Center
City area each year. Artists, architects and horticulturists
from around the country choose the yearly theme and
proceed to transform 10 acres of the Pennsylvania
Convention Center into a beautiful landscape of floral
arrangements and gardens. The Flower Show also
features live musical and dance performances, interpretive
art displays, fine food and wine tasting.

1829-2015 (186 Years)
Top Executive Contact Information
Event Date(s)
First Saturday to Second Sunday in
March.

Primary Target Audience
The Philadelphia Flower Show is a
family-friendly event that appeals to
all demographics and draws visitors to
Philadelphia from across the region.
This is a ticketed event.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimate Combined Aggregate
Attendance
265,000 per year

Drew Becher - President
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
100 N. 20�� Street - 5�� Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 988-8800

Wawa Welcome America
Event Summary

Number of Years Produced

The Welcome America Festival, sponsored by the City of
Philadelphia and Wawa Food Markets, is an annual weeklong festival celebrating American independence in the
birthplace of the United States. Featuring free, familyoriented events throughout the City of Philadelphia, the
festival includes a large Center City block party, outdoor
movie screenings in some of Philadelphia’s most iconic
locations, educational events at Independence National
Historical Park, two fireworks shows and multiple live
performances from the world renowned Philadelphia
Orchestra. The festival reaches its climax on July 4�� with
the annual Independence Day Parade in Old City, the Party
on the Parkway, and the nationally televised 4�� of July
Jam Concert and Fireworks on Benjamin Franklin Parkway.
The 4�� of July Jam features the contemporary and widely
popular musical band, the Roots, as well as a wide range of
top tier musical talent.

1993-2015 (23 Years)
Top Executive Contact Information
Event Date(s)
June 28 - July 4

Primary Target Audience
The Welcome America Festival strives
for mass appeal across all
demographics and regions through a
collection of family-friendly and
educational events. This event is free
to the public.

Recurrence Cycle
Annual event

Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
1,000,000 per year

Desiree Peterkin-Bell, City Representative/Dir. of
Communications & Strategic Partnerships
Office of the City Representative
1515 Arch Street - Suite 12�� Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 683-2060

Italian Market Festival
Philadelphia’s Italian Market is the
oldest and largest working outdoor
market in the United States. These
days, it has the best of many cultures
and cuisines to offer gourmands and
“foodie newbies” alike.
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A. Defined and Accessible Public Objectives and Support Statements for
Festivals and Events by the City and other Local Government Agencies

Office of Special Events (PHL-OSE)
The Office of Special Events (PHL-OSE) exists to ensure that all necessary permits, insurances and
agreements are executed prior to any event that seeks the use of City-owned or occupied property, City
equipment and/or City services. PHL-OSE processes more than 1,400 special event applications each year,
generates departmental service requests, and invoices event organizers for City equipment and/or services
rendered in connection with special events.
The responsibilities of the Office of Special Events have expanded
considerably in recent years. OSE has streamlined the special event
application intake process, and is embracing it's role as a "one-stop
shop" for all special events taking place in the City of Philadelphia.
Stakeholders from the public and private sectors now have a single
point of contact to guide them through the special event application
process.
Through the PhillyRising Collaborative's Citizen's Engagement
Academy, PHL-OSE holds a monthly "Special Events Academy"
which serves to educate community members about the special
events process and the positive impacts of festivals and parades on
residential neighborhoods and underutilized commercial corridors.
The Office of Special Events produces a monthly newsletter,
maintains a comprehensive public event calendar and operates a
subscription-based, SMS text messaging road closure notification
system.

The City of Philadelphia is proud
of its heritage as a first class
event city. A variety of
departments and agencies have
been formed and tasked with
assisting organizers and
producers with the planning and
production of special events.

Philadelphia's special events industry is growing, and the Office of Special Events is poised to take a
leading role in building the City's event capacity by streamlining inter-agency coordination, increasing
community and business engagement efforts and leading research into international municipal bestpractices.

Office of the City Representative
The Office of the City Representative serves as the marketing, promotion, public relations and branding arm
for the City of Philadelphia. This office is responsible for developing and promoting events to attract
commerce, visitors and new residents while raising the quality of life for all citizens of Philadelphia. Through
collaboration with various regional agencies and institutions, the Office of the City Representative works to
ensure that a unified Philadelphia marketing message is perceived by regional, national and global audiences.
The Office of the City Representative sponsors and oversees production
of a number of City-sponsored events each year, including:
- Wawa Welcome America Festival
- Philadelphia Marathon Weekend
- Philadelphia Civic Flag Day
- Campus Philly College Day
- Toss Your Caps! Philly Graduates Event

Department of Parks & Recreation
The Parks & Recreation Special Events Office is a unit within the department’s Operations Division that is tasked with
permitting and providing support for special events taking place in Philadelphia’s parks and recreational centers while
maintaining the natural beauty of the park system. The Parks & Recreation Special Events Office is responsible for some
of Philadelphia’s most iconic landmarks, including:
- Philadelphia Art Museum
- Benjamin Franklin Parkway
- Rittenhouse Square Park
- FDR Park

- Belmont Plateau
- Martin Luther King Drive
- Kelly Drive (Boathouse Row)
- Memorial Hall & Avenue of the Republic

National Park Service
The National Park Service (NPS) is responsible for the
permitting and maintenance of federally-owned property in
the City of Philadelphia, including all properties contained
within Independence National Historical Park and
Washington Square. The National Park Service issues
permits and enforces federal regulations for all events taking
place on properties under their jurisdiction, including the
Welcome America Independence Day Morning Celebration,
the Welcome America Philly Pops Concert, the Philadelphia
Opera Simulcast and a variety of concerts, galas and
demonstrations.

Greater Philadelphia Film Office
The Greater Philadelphia Film Office (GPFO)
is a “film commission” representing
southeastern Pennsylvania that officially
serves the counties of Bucks, Chester,
Montgomery, Delaware and Philadelphia.
GPFO is a member of the Association of Film
Commissions International. First established
in 1985 as a part of Philadelphia City
government, the Greater Philadelphia Film
Office continues to reside within City offices.
In 1992, GPFO became a regional economic
development agency, and incorporated as a
Pennsylvania non-profit corporation in 2000.
Committed to the growth of the regional film
production industry, this office is directly
responsible for over $3.5 billion in economic
stimulus to the region since 1992.
The responsibilities of the Greater
Philadelphia Film Office include:
- Management of online database of
professional listings including all necessary
crew positions, production companies and
related business services in the Philadelphia
region.
- Assistance with government permits and
licenses requirements.
- Location scouting and photo files for the
Philadelphia region.
- Referrals and negotiations with businesses,
neighborhoods and property owners.
- Administration of the Film Office Internship
Program.
- Organizations and promotion of premieres
for locally-produced films.
- Support and promotion of local film festivals.
- Promotion of projects and events related to
growth of the local film and video industry.
- Advocating for government incentives for
film industry growth.

Visit Philadelphia (Greater Philadelphia Tourism and Marketing
Corporation)
Visit Philadelphia was founded in 1996 as the Greater Philadelphia Tourism
and Marketing Corporation (GPMTC) by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
the City of Philadelphia and the Pew Charitable Trusts. Visit Philadelphia’s
mission is to increase the number of visitors to the Philadelphia region, the
number of nights they stay and the number of things they do. This office
builds Philadelphia’s brand and image through marketing campaigns, media
relations, advertising, websites and social media.
Visit Philadelphia began advertising in 1997. From 1997 to 2014, there has been
85% growth in the total number of overnight stays in Philadelphia’s hotels and
90% growth in overnight leisure stays.

Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau (PHLCVB)
The Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau is the official tourism
promotion agency for the City of Philadelphia and the primary sales and
marketing agency for the Pennsylvania Convention Center. This office is
responsible for generating regional economic impact and job growth by
increasing hotel occupancies and developing various sectors of the hospitality
industry.
In 2014, PHLCVB booked more than 520 meetings and conventions that
brought more than 400,000 visitors to the City of Philadelphia. PHLCVB
estimates that Philadelphia’s meetings and conventions generate $768 million
annually and support 65,000 jobs in the regional hospitality industry.

B. Direct Funding Support Provided to and/or Budgeted for Festivals and
Events from the City or other Government Agencies
The City of Philadelphia provides direct funding support for a number of festivals and events. The most
significant event that receives direct funding from local government is the Wawa Welcome America
Festival, which receives budgeted financial contributions from the City of Philadelphia each year. This
event’s regional economic and marketing impact more than covers any contributions made by the City of
Philadelphia to operating costs of the festival. It is important to note that the Office of the City
Representative dedicates a number of staff to work exclusively on the programming and marketing
components of the Wawa Welcome America Festival, which may be regarded as an additional form of direct
City funding for this event.
The Philadelphia Marathon and the Mummer’s Parade also receive direct funding from local government
and are sponsored by the Office of the City Representative and the Department of Parks & Recreation,
respectively.
Other event receiving direct funding support from the City of Philadelphia include:
- Philadelphia Civic Flag Day
- Summer in Love Park Summer Concert Series
- Campus Philly College Day
- Toss Your Caps! Philly Graduates Event
- Philly International Cycling Classic

C. In-Kind Services Support Provided to and/or Budgeted for Festivals and
Events from the City or other Government Agencies

The City of Philadelphia provides in-kind contributions to many special events in the form of nonreimbursable departmental support services. These in-kind contributions include:
- Staging and barricades from the Department of Public Property.
- Sound equipment and sound technicians from the Office of Innovation & Technology.
- Emergency medical services from the Philadelphia Fire Department.
- Traffic and crowd control services from the Philadelphia Police Department.
- Sanitation services (street cleaning, trash/recycling pickup, etc.) from the Streets Department.
In-kind contributions are determined and approved on a case-by-case basis upon submittal of a written
request to the Office of Special Events. Determinations are based on the nature of the event, status of
sponsoring organization (for-profit vs. non-profit) and the potential economic and/or cultural impact to the
City of Philadelphia and its residents.

D. Defined Role of the City in Festival and Event
All special events requiring permits or licenses from the City of Philadelphia are approved through
application processes that are organized by event type. The Office of Special Events processes applications
and issues permits for parades, festivals, demonstrations and the utilization of City equipment and/or
services. This office also serves as the distribution hub for all other event-related applications.
Large scale event proposals are vetted by the Special Event Review Committee, which is chaired by the
Director of Operations. This committee is comprised of representatives from each City department involved
with the planning and production of special events. The group meets monthly to discuss and weigh the
benefits of new event applications and proposals.
As events are approved by the Special Event Review Committee, the Office of Special Events produces
detailed City service requests for each event and presents them to the pertinent City departments at the
monthly Special Events Task Force Meeting. This meeting is chaired by the Deputy Director of Operations,
and is intended to serve as an open forum for City departments and agencies to voice operational questions
and concerns relating to each upcoming special event. Questions are fielded by the Office of Special Events
and forwarded to event organizers for further clarification as needed. This system keeps all City departments
informed and involved, effectively eliminating miscommunication and disorganization during the planning
and execution of events and festivals.

E - City-Provided Festival and Event Process Coordination and Assistance
The Office of Special Events, operating under the umbrella of the Managing Director’s Office, serves as a true
“one stop shop” for event producers planning to host events and festivals in Philadelphia. Prospective event
organizers are encouraged to contact this office during the initial stages of the event planning process for
guidance through municipal permitting and licensing procedures relating to special events, creating a single
point of contact with local government. This ensures an open channel of communication from inception to
completion, a streamlined approval/disapproval process, mitigation of stakeholder liability, and the accurate
and efficient delivery of City services on the date(s) of the event.

F. Participation in Official Capacity by City Department Representatives on
Boards and Planning Committees of Local Festivals and Events
Welcome America Festival Board of Directors
Richard Negrin (Managing Director’s Office - Managing Director)
Desiree Peterkin-Bell (Office of the City Representative - City Representative & Director of Communications)
Jazelle Jones (Managing Director’s Office - Deputy Managing Director & Director of Operations)
Margaret Hughes (Office of the City Representative - Deputy City Representative)
Judi Cassel (Finance Department)
Elka Battle-Murillo (Office of the City Representative - Deputy City Representative)
Valerie Robinson (Law Department - Senior Attorney)

Delaware River Waterfront Corporation Board of Directors (Penn’s Landing Great Plaza & Festival Pier)
John Elfrey (Mayor’s Office of Transportation & Utilities - Deputy Mayor)

Mayor’s Hospitality Advisory Board
Richard Negrin (Managing Director’s Office - Managing Director)
Everett Gillison (Mayor’s Office - Chief of Staff)
Desiree Peterkin-Bell (Office of the City Representative - City Representative & Director of Communications)
Alan Greenberger (City Planning Commission - Deputy Mayor for Economic Development)
Michael Resnick (Office of Public Safety - Director)
Helen Haynes (Mayor’s Office of Arts, Culture & Creative Economy - Chief Cultural Officer)

Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia Board of Directors
Desiree Peterkin-Bell (Office of the City Representative - City Representative & Director of Communications)
Anna Wallace Adams (Finance Department - Chief of Staff)
Tumar Alexander (Mayor’s Office - Deputy Chief of Staff)
Mami Hara (Water Department - Chief of Staff)
Bobby Henon (City Council, 6th District Councilperson)
Richard Negrin (Managing Director’s Office - Managing Director)
Jazelle Jones (Managing Director’s Office - Deputy Managing Director & Director of Operations)
Margaret Hughes (Office of the City Representative - Deputy City Representative)
Elka Battle-Murillo (Office of the City Representative - Deputy City Representative)
Christine Piven (Mayor’s Office)
Trudi Wright (Fund for Philadelphia)

PHLDNC 2016 Host Committee
Michael A. Nutter (Mayor of Philadelphia)
Everett Gillison (Mayor’s Office - Chief of Staff)
Desiree Peterkin-Bell (Office of the City Representative - City Representative & Director of Communications)
Jazelle Jones (Managing Director’s Office - Deputy Managing Director & Director of Operations)

World Meeting of Families Host Committee
Desiree Peterkin-Bell (Office of the City Representative & Director of Communications)
Jazelle Jones (Managing Director’s Office - Deputy Managing Director & Director of Operations)

Sports Complex Special Services District Board of Directors
John Elfrey (Mayor’s Office of Transportation & Utilities - Deputy Mayor)

Visit Philadelphia Board of Directors
Desiree Peterkin-Bell (Office of the City Representative - City Representative & Director of Communications)

G. Local Laws, Ordinances, Regulations, Permits and Policies Impacting and
Supportive of Festivals and Events
Please find the response to this section attached as an addendum. Attached documents include:
- City of Philadelphia Special Events Policy
- City of Philadelphia Noise Ordinance
- City of Philadelphia Demonstration Policy
- City of Philadelphia Special Events Application
- Department of Parks & Recreation Special Events Application
- Parade Permit Application
- Festival Street Closure Application
- Demonstration Permit Application

H. City Provided Festival and Event Training Programs
The City of Philadelphia, through the Office of Special Events, participates in scheduled community outreach
programs to educate and train community members in special event permitting procedures on an as needed
basis. This office also responds to individual requests for consultations and other meetings to answer
questions relating to the special events process.
In the fall of 2014, the Office of Special Events launched the Special Events Academy in conjunction with the
PhillyRising Collaborative and their community engagement initiative. The Special Events Academy consists
of a 45 minute lecture and a 15 minute question and answer session. The lecture portion seeks to educate
community members about all phases of the event planning process and municipal permitting procedures,
while demonstrating the value that organized events bring to underserved communities and underutilized
commercial corridors.

I. Direct Industry Involvement/Memberships by Any of the Above
The City of Philadelphia, through its operating departments, supporting agencies and various partners, is
extremely active in the special events community. In addition to the extensive participation of City employees
on various event-related boards and advisory committees (see Section 3.F), other examples of direct industry
involvement and memberships include:
- City of Philadelphia (Office of the Managing Director) - Member of the International Festival & Events
Association (IFEA)
- The Greater Philadelphia Film Office - Member of the Association of Film Commissions International (AFCI)
- Greater Philadelphia Convention & Visitor’s Bureau (PHLCVB) - Member of the Destination Marketing
Association International (DMAI)
- Temple University & Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts - Member of the International Facility
Management Association (IFMA)
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A. Volunteer Involvement

Volunteer Highlight
Waste Watchers
The Waste Watcher program
was developed by the
Mayor’s Office of
Sustainability to aid in
accomplishing the Mayor’s
goal of making Philadelphia
the “greenest” and most
sustainable city in the United
States.
Waste Watcher volunteers
drive sustainable waste
disposal practices at special
events throughout
Philadelphia by helping
attendees separate their
waste into trash, recycling,
and compost receptacles.
The program has been
successfully implemented at
dozens of events, including
the Philadelphia Marathon
and the Philadelphia
International Cycling Classic.
Many program volunteers
are recruited through various
community organizations
and initiatives, but
individuals are encouraged
to register through the
SERVE Philadelphia website.

Volunteers are vital to the success of Philadelphia’s events and festivals,
assisting with logistical and clerical tasks as well as onsite production
operations. Many charitable/fundraising events are fortunate enough to
have a large, motivated network of people associated with their
organization who volunteer their time for the planning and production
of events. For those organizations with a pre-exisiting network,
Philadelphia has many avenues for event sponsors to recruit volunteers,
including universities, community development organizations, business
improvement districts, and a wide range of special interest groups and
non-profits.
In addition to these options in the private sector, the Mayor’s Office of
Civic Engagement & Volunteer Service and SERVE Philadelphia exist to
match willing citizens with organizations who require volunteers for
events, festivals and various community service projects. These
programs have provided a conduit for the organizers of events, large and
small, to connect with members of the community and get them involved
in the production of events. Volunteer opportunities are posted on
websites, social media outlets and newsletters. Interested parties are able
to sign up for most opportunities through a convenient online
registration portal.

B. Sponsorship Support

Philadelphia’s business community is heavily involved in the regional
special event community. Event organizers have been extraordinarily
successful in securing corporate support in the form of sponsorships,
marketing and in-kind contributions. The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of
Commerce regularly produces a list of the top corporate sponsors in the
Philadelphia metropolitan region. This list is comprised of local businesses
and a number of international corporations, including:
- Comcast Corporation
- Citizens Bank
- Independence Blue Cross
- PECO
- PNC Financial Services Group
- Stradley Ronon
- TD Bank
- Wawa Incorporated
- Wells Fargo
- Ernst & Young

C. Media Support
According to the Neilson Company, the Philadelphia metropolitan region
is the 4th largest media market in the country, with 2.9 million television
homes accounting for 2.5% of the total United States television market.
Our media outlets are active in the local special events community and
regularly partner with event producers in a variety of ways. In addition
to promotion and marketing support, media partners co-sponsor a number of events in Philadelphia
including the 6ABC Dunkin Donuts Thanksgiving Day Parade. Local media outlets include:
- 17 local television stations, including Channel 3 CBS, Channel 6 ABC, Channel 10 NBC and Channel 29
Fox.
- 37 local AM/FM radio stations, including KYW 1060, WNTP 990 and WHYY 90.1.
- 24 local newspapers, magazines and periodicals including the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Philadelphia
Tribune and the Philadelphia Daily News.
The City of Philadelphia is strategically partnered with a number of media outlets to expedite the
dissemination of information relating to special events. Local media plays a vital role in communication to
constituents and event-goers, relaying information such as event-related road closures, traffic alerts and
mass transit system updates across multiple platforms. The City of Philadelphia relies on local media
partners to act as a conduit for emergency communications and press releases from our public safety
officials and the Mayor’s Office.
A number of events, including the Thanksgiving Day Parade, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and the
Mummer’s Parade are televised live on local networks. The Wawa Welcome America Concert is televised
nationally on VH1, and the Made in America Music Festival is live-streamed online to fans around the
world via the event’s website and other subsidiaries.

D. Chamber of Commerce / Convention and Visitors Bureau Support

Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce
The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is
dedicated to promoting regional economic growth,
advancing business-friendly public policies and
servicing members through outstanding programs,
benefits and services.
As an advocate for regional development, the
Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce is
responsible for supporting and encouraging the
continued growth of approximately 5,000 member
companies together with the regional business
community. The Chamber strives to influence
business-friendly legislation in all levels of
government, participate in initiatives to improve
education in community, present professional
enrichment programs and provide members with
cost-efficient ways to run their businesses.

Visitor Centers
The City of Philadelphia has five major visitor
centers located through the Center City district.
These centers provide visitors with the most
current information on where to stay, eat and play
in Philadelphia. Philadelphia’s visitor centers use
their various social media accounts to promote local
events, grand openings, vacation packages and
more. The centers are responsible for the
distribution of promotional material, including
coupons for discounted admission to Philadelphia’s
museums, restaurants and tours. The support of
the visitor centers and their affiliates play a
significant role in ensuring that visitors, tourists
and new members of the local community are well
informed and aware of all of the wonderful events,
history and culture that Philadelphia has to offer.

Philadelphia Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
The mission of the Philadelphia Convention &
Visitors Bureau (PHLCVB) is to generate economic
impact and job growth by increasing the region’s
hotel occupancy and revenues while concurrently
affecting other segments of the hospitality industry.
PHLCVB is a private non-profit corporation that
serves as the official tourism promotion agency for
the City of Philadelphia globally. PHLCVB also
serves as the primary sales and marketing agency
for the PA Convention Center. The Philadelphia
Sports Congress, a division of PHLCVB, seeks to
attract major national and international sporting
events to the region such as the NCAA Lacrosse
Championships in 2014 and 2015. The Philadelphia
Sports Congress facilities the production of the
annual Army-Navy football in Philadelphia, one of
the oldest and most storied sporting events in the
United States.

E. Downtown Associations
Philadelphia is fortunate to have many active merchant and community associations that are dedicated to
fostering collaborative relationships between residents and businesses through the creation and production
of events and festivals. These associations include:
- Center City District (Dilworth Plaza events)
- South Street Headhouse District (South Street Spring Festival)
- Midtown Village Association (Midtown Village Fall Festival)
- Old City District (First Fridays in Old City; Old City Festival)
- Rittenhouse Row Association (Rittenhouse Row Spring Festival; Outdoor Dining in Rittenhouse)
- Avenue of the Arts (Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts; Diner en Blanc)
- Chinatown Development Corporation (Chinese New Year Parade; Night Market - Chinatown)
- University District (“Porch at 30th” events; University City Dollar Stroll)

F. Organizations to Assist Individuals with Disabilities
The City of Philadelphia is committed to providing all of its constituents and visitors with first class service.
As a result of this commitment, the Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities (MCPD) was formally
established by City Council to provide a forum for the disability community to express interest and
opinions on city programs and services. It seeks to bring positive visibility to people with disabilities.
MCPD provides technical assistance to the Mayor and his administration on disability-related matters. In
addition, MCPD staff members help callers to resolve problems by referring them to local programs and
services. MCPD, in partnership with all other city departments, ensures the City’s compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the Fair Housing Act and other laws governing the City’s relationship
with people with disabilities. The Commission strives to make sure that Philadelphia’s citizens with
disabilities are afforded the same rights as all citizens by coordinating disability accommodation requests.
In accordance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the city does not discriminate against
qualified individuals with disabilities in any of its programs, services or activities.
As a multicultural city with constituents and visitors from all over the world, Philadelphia has contracted
with Language Line Solutions, a telephonic interpretation service, in order to ensure all people are able to
communicate various needs or wants to City officials. This service is coordinated through the Mayor’s
Office of Immigrant and Multicultural Affairs (MOIMA). MOIMA is actively involved in all of
Philadelphia’s neighborhoods and organizes dozens of cultural flag raising ceremonies at City Hall
throughout the calendar year.

G. Local Event Cooperatives
Formal event cooperatives in the Philadelphia region include the Greater Philadelphia Chapter of the
International Special Events Society (ISES), the Philadelphia Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals
International (MPI) and the Greater Philadelphia Chapter of the Professional Convention Management
Association (PCMA).
Outside of these formal organizations, event organizers in the city and region have formulated positive
working relationships and regularly work together with the Office of Special Events and the Office of the
City Representative on the planning and production of large scale events and festivals.

H. Sports Commissions
Philadelphia Sports Congress (PSC)
The mission of the Philadelphia Sports Congress is to attract and pursue bids for major sporting events and
conventions on behalf of the City of Philadelphia. As one of the first sports commissions in the country, the
Philadelphia Sports Congress (PSC) has the necessary experience and resources to assist in the planning and
execution of sporting events, meetings and conventions. PSC routinely works with event sponsors and
organizers to host site visits, acts as a hotel liaison and aids in venue selection, event marketing and vendor
selection. PSC produces the annual Army v. Navy NCAA football game and played an integral role in
bringing the following events to Philadelphia:
- ESPN X Games
- NBA All-Star Weekend
- NCAA Women's Final Four
- Major League Baseball All-Star Weekend
- U.S. Gymnastics Championships
- U.S. Figure Skating Championships
- World Dragon Boat Racing Championships
- NCAA Men's Lacrosse Championships
- NCAA Men's Basketball East Regional

I. Educational Institution Support
The City of Philadelphia has the highest density of colleges and universities in the United States, with 101
institutions of higher learning in the immediate metropolitan area. Among these universities and colleges are
several world renowned institutions including the University of Pennsylvania, Temple University, Drexel
University, Saint Joseph’s University and LaSalle University. These institutions regularly contribute services,
volunteers, venues and financial backing to Philadelphia’s event community while producing and
participating in top tier events themselves. These events include:
- Penn Relays (University of Pennsylvania)
- Ride to Conquer Cancer (University of Pennsylvania)
- University City 5K (Drexel University)
- Legs Against Arms 5K (St. Joseph’s University)
- LaSalle University Community Health Fairs
- Collegiate Regattas (Aberdeen Dad Vail Regatta)
All of the institutions listed above also compete in a variety of Division 1 NCAA sports and are regular
participants in the NCAA Basketball Tournament each March. Temple University is home to the Liacouras
Center, a first-class 10,000 seat arena that is utilized for a variety of collegiate and professional sporting
events, concerts and expositions.

J. Special Incentives Provided to Festivals and Events by Local Venues
The stated functions of the Office of Special Events, the Office of Big Events & Research and the Office of the
City Representative include negotiation with public and private stakeholders to bring marquee events to the
City of Philadelphia. The Philadelphia event community is fortunate to have a productive collaborative relationship with the local business community and a number of local venues. Businesses and venue managers
understand that festivals and events have the propensity to draw visitors to the community and local hospitality establishments, and are usually highly supportive of these types of endeavors.
The Pennsylvania Convention Center has agreements in place with a number of Center City hotels for special
incentives and discounts on room rates, restaurants, and tickets. Local hotels regularly offer packages and
discounts to visitors of events and festivals, including the Made in America Music Festival, the Wawa Welcome America Festival and Philadelphia Auto and Flower Shows. The “Visit Philadelphia Overnight Hotel
Package” offers consecutive nights at a participating hotel, free parking, and complimentary all-day passes
for the PHLASH bus, a tour bus that provides visitors and residents with expedited transportation to many
of Philadelphia’s top cultural and recreational attractions.
At the neighborhood level, the Philadelphia Department of Parks and Recreation offers discounted site usage
rates at all parks and recreation centers under their jurisdiction for events that are sponsored by and/or benefit community residents and businesses. This program serves to encourage community building events such
as health and resource fairs, concerts and farmer’s markets.

K. Access to Industry Suppliers in the Local Market
Philadelphia and the surrounding region has the support of a vast number of private special event industry
suppliers. Many of these vendors have cultivated positive working relationships with the City departments
that are responsible for permit issuance, including the Department of Licenses & Inspections and the Health
Department’s Office of Food Protection. These relationships serve to effectively streamline the logistics and
planning process for event organizers, which is a great benefit to all stakeholders in the event community.
In the spirit of facilitating partnerships and furthering the proliferation of festivals and events, the City of
Philadelphia’s Office of Special Events publishes a list of frequently used, high performing vendors of event
equipment and services for use by event organizers and members of the community.
The Office of Special Events, in addition to facilitating City public safety services for festivals and events, also
coordinates rental of City-owned special event equipment. The City of Philadelphia owns six platform stages
of varying sizes, two mobile stages, concert-grade sound equipment and over 1,800 pieces of metal barricade.
The City is also able to provide trash, recycling and compost receptacles through the Streets Department.
This equipment is made available to event organizers and constituents at a price that is competitive with the
private sector.

L. Direct Industry Involvement by Any of the Above
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