
Congratulations! We made it to 2017! This officially marks Mayor Kenney’s Administration as year one
complete. The Mayor’s Office compiled an extensive Progress Report of all the accomplishments and
continued endeavors of the administration that is definitely worth reading.

Some important highlights from the report are the
launch of PHLpreK, Philadelphia’s New Locally-Funded
Pre-K Program. Enrollment for the program kicked off
in October 2016 for the first 2000 students. By 2021,
PHLpreK plans to serve 6,500 three- and four-year-olds
each year!

In Philadelphia’s economic and business sector, we are
seeing a surge in new startup growth, and in 2017
Mayor Kenney will be the first Philadelphia mayor to
visit SXSW - a national conference on the
“convergence of the interactive, film, and music
industries.” The Mayor’s participation will help
showcase the Administration’s dedication to elevating
and supporting the City’s tech scene.

Thanks to Philadelphia voters, our City has officially formed the first Philadelphia Commission for Women. It
was formed with a mission to promote civic, educational and economic policies that benefit and support
women in Philadelphia.

One achievement that our Office is especially proud of, is the recruitment of the NFL 2017 Draft! Together in
partnership with PHLCVB and other partners, we will host the 2017 Draft, and in doing so, are expected to
draw more than 200,000 visitors to Philadelphia. The PHLCVB projects that it could have an $80M economic
impact on the city!

You can view the full first year Progress Report here: http://bit.ly/FirstYearReport

http://bit.ly/FirstYearReport 


Philly On Top…Again!
By: Natalie Faragalli

Here at the Office of Special Events, we apply the same dedication and
effort to each application we receive, no matter how big or small the
scope of the event is.

We know our hard work does not go unnoticed and we thank you for
your continued support to both our office and to our City, by making it a
better place through the plethora of festivals and events that take place
each year.

2016 marked the third year in a row that Philadelphia was recognized as
an IFEA World Festival and Event City. We are thrilled to receive this
honor and have already began working on our 2017 submission. To us,
Philadelphia has always been an amazing city deeply rooted in culture
and appreciation for art and beauty. To be recognized for that is a great
added bonus!

Check out our 2016 IFEA Promotional video here highlighting just a
small portion of the many cultural festivals that take place each year
right here in our City and we will see you next year!

Video Web URL: http://bit.ly/2016IFEAVideo

http://bit.ly/2016IFEAVideo


Each December, our City transforms into a Winter

Wonderland with holiday-themed activities, displays,

and events popping up throughout the neighborhoods.

City Hall and Dilworth Park transcended us into a

Wintergarden Village, with local and international

shops from both the Made in Philadelphia Market and

Christmas Village. Holiday lighting ceremonies took

place all over, from Rittenhouse Square Tree Lighting

and Hanukkah lighting display,

to the annual Chestnut Hill

holiday parade!

As Seen in the Streets

The Long & Short of December
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The photos to the left highlight some of the biggest

events that took place this month. Above is a photo

from the Tree Lighting ceremony at the Philadelphia

Museum of Art. To the left is the annual Holiday Tree

at City Hall. This year the tree was complimented with

a state of the art, illuminating tree stand that represents

over 20 local businesses and neighborhoods here in

Philadelphia. Below that is a just a glimpse from Macy’s

world famous Light Show. Lastly, a liberty bell ice

sculpture. This sculpture was one of many that outlined

East Passyunk Avenue’s Arctic Ave Festival.



January 1�� – 7��
Mummers Parade – Start @ 15�� & Market; End @ Broad & Washington (1/1)
Removal of Holiday Tree – 15�� St. From JFK to Dilworth Curb Lane (1/4)

January 8�� – 14��
Franklin Founders’ Parade – Start @ 105 5�� St; End @ Franklin’s Grave (1/13)

January 15�� – 21��
Martin Luther King Jr Holiday  –  City of Philadelphia Closed (1/16)
MLK Parade – Start @ 6200 Criteenden St; End @ Stenton & Ogontz Aves. (1/16)

January 22ⁿ� – 31��
Lunar New Year Parade – Start & End @ 227 N. 10�� St. (1/29)

Be sure to check our website and social media for any additional January events!!

For a full detailed list of events, please visit the Calendar on our website!

www.phlevents.org

Special Fact of the Month:
Our beautiful Holiday Tree stand was designed by the award winning
David Korins! He’s designed the sets of many Broadway musicals
such as Hamilton, Dear Evan Hansen, and Annie. It held the up 40
foot tall, 4,000 pound tree without any additional wires.

Be sure to check with your local community
organizations on how you can help out on
January 16�� and continue to make Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day “a day on, not a day off!”

“We must accept finite disappointment,
but never lose infinite hope.”

– Martin Luther King, Jr.


