
Join in on the celebration of African American history and its impact on Philadelphia, the United States and
around the world as institutions across the City host a multitude of events and activities honoring African
American heritage.

This month, the African American Museum in Philadelphia opens two new photography exhibitions  — Shawn
Theodore: Church of Broken Pieces and Dawoud Bey: Harlem, USA and hosts a free open-to-the-public reception
on February 2 to celebrate. (RSVP required.)

The Free Library of Philadelphia hosts month-long activities, lessons and workshops for all ages across their
many locations in the City. Take part in the African Dance Workshop at the Greater Olney Library, celebrate
Black History with Penn Museum as they bring their African collection of artifacts to Kingsessing Library, or join
the Drum Circle at Overbrook Park Library and learn the history of the percussion instruments from around the
world!

The Independence Visitor Center is hosting two educational programs inviting visitors to listen to stories about
free blacks in Philadelphia, learn about 19th-century civil rights activist Octavius V. Catto and more.

Don’t forget to visit the Kimmel Center as the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater stops in Philly for two nights
for a show of African-inspired modern dance.

Through art, inventions, history, storytelling, cuisine and performance–we invite you to take part in the
celebration and praise of African American culture and its effect on our great nation.

For a complete list of events and activities, we encourage you to visit VisitPhilly.com!

http://www.visitphilly.com/articles/philadelphia/black-history-month-in-philadelphia/#sm.00015g8qq7lsff1azp01q2r8lp08b


So You Want to Hold a Demonstration

By: Olivia Gillison

It’s a new year, and here at the Office of Special Events we are busier
than ever, especially in the category of handling Demonstration Permit
Applications. After the 2016 Democratic National Convention, there
has been a significant increase in people and organizations applying for
permits. We thought now might be a good time to give you the ins and
outs of the permitting process.

Step One: head to www.phlevents.org and click on the ‘Applications’
tab. Under the Office of Special Events section, click on the
‘Demonstration Permit Application', which will open as a PDF
document. You will then want to read through the instructions and
complete the application. If your demonstration includes a march or
rally, please be sure to include those locations/directions as an
addendum to the application. There is a $20.00 application fee that is
required. This fee should be submitted with the application, check or
money order only, made payable to "The City of Philadelphia".

Step Two: submit your application. We ask that they be submitted 5
business days in advance of the date the demonstration.  The City will
accept applications less than five business days prior to the proposed
date and time of the demonstration, provided that the demonstration is
a spontaneously-planned event in response to a recent occurrence (e.g.,
a march or rally that is timed to coincide with a recent or future political
or other announcement, decision, determination, or declaration by a
local, state, or federal official).

Step Three: wait for a response.  If there are any questions or concerns
with your demonstration application, a representative from the Office
of Special Events will reach out and confirm the details. If this is a small
scale demonstration, this is probably the end of the road. Upon
receiving and confirming the details with relevant stakeholders, the
permit will be generated and issued. If this is a large scale
demonstration, you may need to go forward to step four…

Step Four: set up a meeting. If the demonstration stands to draw a
significant number of participants, or would severely impact traffic in
the area contiguous to the activity, we would ask for the
applicant/organizers to come in for a meeting and/or participate in a
conference call about the proposed event.  Once all of the details have
been worked out and confirmed by the necessary parties, you would
then be able to receive a permit for your demonstration.

We look forward to better helping you understand the permit processes
here at OSE, and hope that this helps clarify the steps needed in order
to obtain your demonstration permit. Be safe, and we’ll see you next
month!

http://www.phlevents.org


Like every January since 1901, Philadelphia officially

kicked off the new year with the annual Mummers Parade

throughout center city.  January traditions continued,

with the 22ⁿ�  annual Greater Philadelphia Martin Luther

King Day of Service, the largest King Day event in the

nation! The month ended with the amazing celebration

of Chinese New Year, marking 2017 the Year of the

Rooster. The Philadelphia Suns danced into the evening

at the Midnight Lion Dance and again

during the Lunar New Year Parade!

As Seen in the Streets

The Long & Short of January

Photo by: N. Faragalli

Photo by: O. Gillison

Photo via Jazelle Jones

The photos on this page highlight some of the biggest

events that took place this month. Above is a photo from

the jaw-dropping SugarHouse Casino’s New Year’s Eve

Fireworks on the Delaware River Waterfront. To the left

are the lovely ladies from the Saturnalian Fancy Brigade,

during the Mummers Parade. Below that is a service

project at The Friends’ Central School, where our own

Olivia Gillison volunteered and helped paint rocks for the

labyrinth at the Families Forward Shelter. Last, our

Deputy Managing Director Jazelle Jones joined Mayor

Kenney, Colona Roberts and Laverne Lee Tanner at the

annual Philly Auto Show!



February 1�� – 7��
2017 Philadelphia Auto Show – Pennsylvania Convention Center (1/28-2/5)
Groundhog Day  (2/2)
Saint Anselm 5K – Start & End @ Saint Anselm Parish Gym (2/4)

February 8�� – 14��
Franklin Founders’ Parade – Start @ 105 5�� St; End @ Franklin’s Grave (1/13)
Valentine’s Day  (2/14)

February 15�� – 21��
Philadelphia Mummers Mardi Gras Parade  –  Main Street, Manayunk (2/18)
Cupid Undie Run – Start & End @ Xfinity Live!  (2/18)
Presidents’ Day (2/20)

February 22ⁿ� – 28��
Black History Parade – Start @ 53�� & Media; End @ 60�� & Media  (2/25)

For a full detailed list of events, please visit the Calendar on our website!

www.phlevents.org

Special Fact of the Month:

The African American Museum in Philadelphia is notable as the first
museum funded and built by a municipality to help preserve,
interpret and exhibit the heritage of African Americans.

When we speak we are afraid our words
will not be heard or welcomed. But when

we are silent, we are still afraid. So it is
better to speak.

– Audre Lorde


