
Happy New Year, Philly! One thing our office enjoys most about beginning a new year is that it gives us a chance
to reflect on our past. In 2017 our office processed over 2,500 street festivals, parades and special events
throughout the City. We garnered over 3,800 new followers total across our Social Media Platforms. And for the
fourth year in a row, we were named a 2017 IFEA World Festival & Event City!

More importantly, the new year gives us an opportunity to look to the future, set goals for the 2018 year and plan
out our methodology on how to achieve those goals. We pride ourselves on our work ethic and, like any well-oiled
machine, we’ve got special event procedures and logistics down to a science. That’s not to say there isn’t room
for growth, change and oversight along the way. In fact, it is the after-action meetings that allow us to fully reflect
on our performance and point out any mishaps or alternative routes to consider for the next event.

Another thing that is for certain about our office is that we are here to serve you, our constituents, in every way
possible when it comes to planning and executing your special events. No idea is too big or too small when it
comes to special events, and for first timers we are more than willing to share best logistical practices for hosting
a special event. Our phone line is always open (9 AM - 4 PM), but should you need further assistance we do suggest
you schedule an appointment with one of our staffers. Although we enjoy the pop-in, we are a small office and
may not have immediate availability at all times.

With that being said, we are looking forward to another fun-filled, eventful year! Below is our contact information–
make sure you are following us on our Social Accounts for the latest information!

Website: www.phlevents.org

Facebook: Philadelphia MDO Special Events

Twitter: @PhillyMDOEvents

Instagram: @PhillyMDOEvents

E-Newsletter: The Monthly Special

General Line: 215-686-3488

Check out our brand new Flickr page where we host ALL our special event & office photography.

http://www.phlevents.org
https://www.facebook.com/PhillyMDOEvents/
https://twitter.com/PhillyMDOEvents
https://www.instagram.com/phillymdoevents/
http://eepurl.com/cN7kw1
https://www.flickr.com/photos/phillymdoevents


Our New Look
Introducing our new 2018 Special Events Application

We have big news to share, Philadelphia! Our office has officially launched our 2018 Special Event Application.
The Special Event Application has been redesigned to reflect the “one-stop-shop” that we aim to be. This means
that we are forgoing the separate applications and have now combined them into one: Demonstrations, Parades,
Festivals and/or Space Use.

We had a soft launch of this application in July 2017 to test it out, and after final revisions in December we are
proud of our new application and believe that it will help streamline the process to benefit the applicant. You will
be able to fill out the application online and submit it via e-mail; however, you must still submit payment in the
form of a check or money order. All other departmental applications will remain the same. For example, any
event requiring a street closure, you will still have to fill out the separate Streets Department Festival Street
Closure Application along with our application.

Included in the updated application is a new section that focuses on the strategy your event will be using when
it comes to waste management and environmental sustainability. The City of Philadelphia is working towards
becoming a Zero Waste and Litter Free city by 2035. Along with the implementation of a Zero Waste and Litter
Free Cabinet, our office has already begun implementation of these practices and want to encourage event
organizers to adopt sustainable practices when planning their events. Over the next year there will be additions
to the Waste Watchers program, so if your event meets a certain level of waste diversion, we can give you the
prestigious title of being a “Zero Waste Event”. As with any new initiative, there will be questions and bumps
along the way, but we are here to help and guide you through the transition. We are excited to see a greener and
more sustainable event industry here in Philadelphia!

For more information visit our website and go to the application page where you can view the new application
and additional brochure with details on Zero Waste Event Options. We hope you had a splendid holiday season
and we look forward to your 2018 special events!

http://www.phlevents.org
https://phillymdoevents.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/2018-special-event-application-final-12-20-17.pdf
https://phillymdoevents.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/zerowasteeventsbrochurefinal.pdf


With all of the hustle and bustle that goes on during the

Holiday Season, its necessary to take a break, and enjoy

the beauty around us. Boathouse Row lit up in

celebration for Hannukhah on the 12�� and Kwanzaa on

the 26��. Philadelphia streets transformed into Winter

Wonderlands from South Philly’s Miracle on 13�� Street

to Franklin Square’s annual Electrical Spectacle Holiday

Light Show! It’s also important to remember to give

back to those in need. Philadelphian’s helped our

homeless neighbors through volunteer opportunities,

food donations and shelter outreach. Make giving back

part of your New Year’s Resolution by volunteering

through one of the many opportunities available via

SERVE Philadelphia.

As Seen in the Streets

The Long & Short of December

Photo by: B. Foster

Photo via: Parks and Rec Office

As December rolled in it brought with it the first snowfall

of the season during the 2017 Army-Navy Game! Army

took home the W as Navy Kicker Bennett Moehring

narrowly missed a 48-yard field goal in a swirling snow

on the final play. December was complete with a

multitude of light shows, including the Deck the Hall Light

Show at City Hall pictured to the left.

Photo by: N. Faragalli

https://beta.phila.gov/2017-12-07-6-ways-to-give-back-this-holiday-season-in-philly/


January 1��– 7��
Mummer’s Parade – (1/1)
Maison 208 New Year Block Party – 1300 Chancellor St (1/1)
Discover the Dinosaurs – PA Convention Center (1/3-1/8)
Dancing with the Stars! Live – Tower Theatre (1/4)

January 8�� – 14��
South Korea Flag Raising – North Apron (1/12)
Philadelphia Home Show – PA Convention Center (1/12-1/21)

January 15�� – 21��
Martin Luther King Jr. Day –  (1/15)
23�� Annual Greater Philadelphia MLK Day of Service – Various
Locations (1/15)
Celebrate MLK Day at National Liberty Museum – 321 Chestnut St.
(1/15)
MLK Day at NMAJH – 101 South Independence Mall East (1/15)
Silent Disco at Rothman Ice Rink –  (1/19)

January 22ⁿ� – 31��
Philadelphia International Auto Show 2018 –  PA Convention Center
(1/27-2/4)

Photo via The Glow: A Jack-O-Lantern
Experience


