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● Philadelphia Veterans Day Parade and Festival (11/4)
● Philadelphia Marathon Weekend (11/17-18)
● 6abc Thanksgiving Day Parade (11/22)
● Philadelphia Holiday Tree Lighting and Festival (11/28)

Happy Fall Readers! Have you missed
us? We have been busy little bees here
in the office, but we’re back, and with
exciting news! The City of Philadelphia
has been recognized by the
International Festival and Event
Association (IFEA) as a World Class
Festival & Event City for the 5th year
in a row!! There’s so much pride and
joy for our city right now, it feels
amazing. Some of our staff members
traveled to the 63rd Annual IFEA
convention in San Diego, California to
accept this prestigious award. A full
press release is on our website!

Philadelphia Marathon Official Car, Photo by: Bill Foster

2016 Thanksgiving Day Parade, Photo by O. Gillison

http://www.phillyveteransparade.org/
https://philadelphiamarathon.com/
https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-do/events/philadelphia-thanksgiving-day-parade/
https://phillyholidayfestival.com/


The Office of Special Events

This study was informed by both primary and
secondary research. Primary research
focused on engagement of community and
institutional stakeholders, municipal and civic
leadership and residents in and around the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway. The consultant
group led several types of interviews and
discussions. They also administered surveys
to visitors on the Parkway between
September 3, 2017, and November 24, 2017.
Secondary research focused on reviewing
documents, literature and contemporary best
practices in special event planning.

The final report is available here:

Parkway Study - Final Report

The report includes key findings and provides
recommendations for development of shared
vision for utilization of the space.  Perhaps the
most interesting outcome of the study was
the development of a “scorecard” to help
determine which special events are suitable
for the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, and which
might be better suited to another venue.

The Benjamin Franklin Parkway is one of
Philadelphia’s most iconic spaces, and it has
become a coveted location for events of all sizes.
In addition to annual races, concerts, walks and
parades, the Parkway hosted multiple large-scale
events, including the Made in America Festival
since 2012, the 2015 World Meeting of Families
and Papal Visit,  the 2017 NFL Draft, and the
2018 Super Bowl LII Celebration. These types of
events shine a welcome spotlight on the Parkway
Museums District, and they also have significant
implications for City services, residents, cultural
institutions, businesses, and park assets in the
vicinity.

The City of Philadelphia and the Parkway Council
commissioned a study titled, “Developing a
Strategy for Appropriate Uses of the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway.”  The study was designed to
help increase the value of major events for the
City, while decreasing the impacts on local
businesses and residents.  A consulting team,
the Cultural Planning Group (CPG), was selected
to conduct the study from June 2017 through
March 2018.

OUR ICONIC SPACE
Photo via VisitPhilly

https://beta.phila.gov/media/20180502144402/Parkway-Study-Final-Report-April-2018.pdf


We had several annual events the past couple
months. A few pictured highlights are from
Made in America Festival on Ben Franklin
Parkway, the 2018 NFL Kickoff at Penn’s
Landing, the 63rd Annual IFEA Convention in
San Diego, California and the 10th Anniversary
of Bloktoberfest!

LAST MONTH IN REVIEW

Photo By: O. Gillison
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Photo by: Judy, IFEA Photographer

While we transitioned from Summer to Fall
with Oktoberfest celebrations and fall harvest
festivals galore, plenty of you were out there
sharing pictures of live music, cute dogs and
festive scenes. We’d love to include your
pictures in the year end issue next month so
don’t forget to use our #PHLEvents on your
photos! Maybe you’ll see your picture here
next month! It has truly been a whirlwind
event season for us here in the Office of
Special Events. We are absolutely astonished
at all the ideas you have, Philadelphia. We
would not have been named the only US City
in 2018 to be a World Festival and Event City
without all of you. We’re looking forward to
sharing the year end issue with you next
month. Happy Fall y’all!



November 1st – 7th
Philadelphia Veterans Day Parade and Festival – 5th
& Market Streets (11/4)
Election Day – Nationwide (11/6)

November 8th – 14th
Marine Corps Birthday Flag Raising – Thomas Paine
Plaza (11/11)
ACES Museum Veteran’s Day – 5800 Germantown
Ave (11/11)
Veteran’s Day – Nationwide (11/11)

November 15th – 21st
Philadelphia Marathon Weekend – Ben Franklin
Parkway (11/17-18)
Made in Philadelphia Holiday Market – City Hall
Dilworth Park (11/17/18 - 1/1/19)

November 22nd  – 31st
Thanksgiving Day – Nationwide (11/22)
Thanksgiving Day Parade – Ben Franklin Parkway
(11/22)
Christmas Village in Philadelphia – Love Park
(11/22-12/24)
Philly Holiday Tree Lighting – City Hall (11/28)

@PhillyMDOevents

For a full detailed list of events, please visit the Calendar on our website!

ON THE HORIZON

Chinese Lantern Festival, Photo via Visit Philly

Wishing you all a Thanksgiving
Holiday filled with gratitude and love.

-OSE Staff

http://phlevents.org
https://phlevents.org/events-calendar/

