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It is with great pleasure that I present the City of Philadelphia’s 2018
World Festival & Event City Award submission. Philadelphia has
continued its hot streak of late. The 2017 NFL Draft Experience drew
more than 250,000 attendees, and our beloved Eagles followed up
with a Super Bowl victory in 2018. The ensuing championship parade
drew over one million people to Center City and as a result, we are
set to host yet another major NFL event in September to kickoff the
new season.
In addition to our annual lineup of marquee events, Philadelphia’s
event and hospitality industries are thriving. VisitPhilly reports that
43.3 million people visited the Philadelphia region in 2017, and the
Office of Special Events managed over 1,600 individual events. These
impressive figures speak to the overall health and vibrancy of
Philadelphia’s event landscape and hospitality industry as a whole.
Special events deliver measurable economic impact Philadelphia and
the surrounding region. They bring people together, create lasting
images, and contribute immeasurably to the diverse tapestry that is
the City of Philadelphia.
I would like to recognize all City departments, external partners and
stakeholders for their contributions and partnership in building a
Philadelphia that has proven time and time again that it possesses the
infrastructure, capacity and proficiency to host large, signature
events. The competency and passion of my staff and all of the
operating departments involved in the planning and execution of
these events are without parallel. We pledge to continue our tireless
work, with all of our partners, to establish efficiencies across all
facets of municipal government to ensure that the City of Philadelphia
continues to maintain its status as a preferred destination for event
producers, convention planners and visitors from around the world.

Sincerely Yours,

Jazelle M. Jones
Jazelle Jones

Deputy Managing Director &
Director of Operations
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Ms. Jones has held the positions of Deputy Managing Director and
Director of Operations since 2005. She is responsible for the
oversight, coordination and execution of City services for hundreds of
parades, festivals, concerts, athletic events, fundraisers and major
motion picture film productions held each year in Philadelphia. The
Office of Special Events has an integrated approach to event planning
and management which includes many months of planning with
various coordination meetings that focuses on event operations,
logistics, production, infrastructure, communications and executive
level coordination and collaboration with many regional stakeholders.
Signature events include the World Meeting of Familes Congress &
Papal Visit, the Democratic National Convention (DNC), Wawa
Welcome America Festival, Made in America Music Festival,
Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts, Mummer’s Parade,
Thanksgiving Day Parade, Philadelphia International Cycling Classic,
Odunde Festival, Juneteenth Parade, Philadelphia Marathon, the
Broad Street Run, the 2017 NFL Draft and the 2018 Philadelphia
Eagles Super Bowl Championship Parade.
Ms. Jones’ knowledge of, and experience in managing major largescale special events and many high-profile events and special
projects management is comprehensive. This experience includes
two federally designated National Special Security Events (NSSE’s)
within a year, drafting operation plans and directing municipal
responses for events, which require the direct involvement of the
City’s operating departments. She evaluates departmental
operations plans, event situations, and receives and prioritizes
requests for additional municipal services should the need arise. Ms.
Jones also works closely with the Law Department and is responsible
for ensuring that all necessary permits, insurances, special event
request for proposals and agreements with the City are executed
prior to any special event.
As Deputy Managing Director and Director of Operations, Ms. Jones is
also responsible for monitoring and analyzing the departmental
performance, cost analysis and reimbursements, and serves as a
catalyst to encourage cooperation and collaboration both internally
and externally. Ms. Jones served on the 2016 Democratic National
Convention Host Committee and was the City’s primary
representative and liaison for the 2015 World Meeting of Families
Congress and Papal visit. In 2015, Ms. Jones was appointed by
Governor Tom Wolf to the Pennsylvania Commission for Women, a
body responsible for advising the Governor on policies and legislation
that affect women.

PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia is a city that continues to come into its own, stepping further out of the shadows cast by New York City and Washington
D.C. The birthplace of the nation has never been shy about reinventing itself, and the year 2018 is no different. A thriving event
landscape and hospitality industry highlight a larger picture of success and development for the City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection. In 2017, 43.3 million visitors experienced first-hand what Philadelphia has to offer, spending approximately $7.1 billion
dollars in the region and supporting nearly 100,000 jobs. Many of our one-of-a-kind historical landmarks and cultural institutions,
and leisure attractions, always a tremendous draw from a tourism perspective, are scheduled for renovations and expansions in the
coming years. The Fairmount Park system, the largest urban park system in the world and a huge contributor to the overall quality
of life in Philadelphia, is slated for major improvements in the next five years, including a number of new event venues. Come and
visit, stay awhile, and see for yourself what tens of millions already know… Philadelphia is here to party!
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PHILADELPHIA
Philadelphia is the great melting pot and birthplace of our nation. There are
over 160 different neighborhoods spanning across all regions of the City, and
within those neighborhoods live communities of all different cultures and
backgrounds. Our city is diverse, but what’s beautiful about it is that we are
all connected and unified through our diversity, and this is in no small part
due to the contributions of special events and festivals.
Each neighborhood has a unique quality that they are proud of. Whether you
are marching to the beat of your own drum at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
the 2nd oldest parade in the country, or shopping for beautifully
handcrafted art and garments at Odunde Festival, the largest AfricanAmerican street festival in the country, you can feel the pride in
Philadelphia’s communities, and begin to understand and appreciate these
intimate connections.
It is that unique quality and experience that attracts tens of thousands of
tourists to our City each year. For the 8th year in a row, Philadelphia has
seen an increase in visitation. In fact, while the rest of the country saw a
slight dip in international travel, Philadelphia was one of the only cities that
saw an increase. This is not an accident. This is proof that our City
continues to be a desirable destination when it comes to travel and tourism.
● Estimated by the United States Census Bureau in 2017, the population of
the City of Philadelphia is 1,580,863, a 3.6% increase from the 2010 census.
● The current population of the Philadelphia metropolitan statistical area
(MSA) is 6,096,120, marking the Philadelphia MSA as the 7th largest in the
United States according the 2017 US Census. The Philadelphia MSA is the
4th largest media market in the United States.
● The population within a 50 mile radius of Philadelphia is approximately
7,540,190. This figure was obtained through the University of Missouri’s
Circular Area Profiling System or CAPS, which utilizes data from the 2012
U.S. Census.

The 6th largest city in the United States in terms of
population, Philadelphia has seen a population growth for ten
consecutive years.
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PRIMARY FESTIVAL & EVENT VENUES
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HOSPITALS & EMERGENCY
RESPONSE
POLICE
The Philadelphia Police Department (PPD) is the nation's fourth largest
police department, with over 6,300 sworn members and 800 civilian
personnel. The PPD is the primary law enforcement agency responsible for
serving Philadelphia County, extending over 140 square-miles, in which
approximately 1.5 million reside.
Each year, the PPD provides support services for over 2,000 parades,
festivals, concerts, sporting events and film projects at an annual personnel
cost of approximately $12 million.
The PPD Traffic Division is the principal unit in the Department responsible
for the execution of special events. Traffic Division supervisors are
permanent members of the City’s Special Event Task Force and are closely
involved in the planning and execution of all events requiring a police
presence for traffic control, crowd control and/or emergency response.
Additional units and divisions, including Homeland Security, Civil Affairs,
Marine and Aviation are included in the planning and execution of events as
needed.

FIRE
The Philadelphia Fire Department (PFD) is the largest fire department in the
state of Pennsylvania and holds distinction as one of the oldest established
fire departments in the United States. Consisting of approximately 2,000
dedicated public servants, the Philadelphia Fire Department is responsible
for fire protection duties, emergency medical service and hazmat response.
The Philadelphia Fire Department responded to 441,216 total calls for
service in calendar year 2015 according to a national survey conducted by
Firehouse Magazine.
Representatives from the department’s medical, fire, hazmat and homeland
security units are fully involved with the planning and execution of all
special events taking place in Philadelphia. Members of the Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) Division are permanent members of the City’s Special
Event Task Force. PFD-EMS personnel directly support nearly 1,000 special
events each calendar year.
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HOSPITALS & EMERGENCY
RESPONSE
HOSPITALS
The Philadelphia metropolitan area is home to numerous nationally-ranked
and internationally-recognized medical institutions and healthcare facilities.
City-Data suggests that, within a 100 mile radius of Philadelphia, lies the
largest concentration of healthcare resources in the United States.
● For 2017-2018, U.S. News & World Report has ranked the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania (HUP) and Penn Presbyterian Medical Center
10th on its list of the best hospitals in the nation.
● In that same report, HUP was ranked 1st in the region and 1st in the
Philadelphia metro area. HUP also ranked in the top 20 nationally in 11
of the 16 specialities measured by the report.
The City of Philadelphia’s healthcare infrastructure is robust and prepared
for all contingencies, including mass casualty events. No fewer than eight
trauma centers are in operation 24 hours a day in close to proximity to City
center.

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The Managing Director’s Office of Emergency Management (MDO-OEM) is
responsible for ensuring the readiness of the City of Philadelphia for
emergencies of any kind. MDO-OEM employs a highly dedicated and
talented group of professionals who oversee development of the City's plans
for large-scale emergencies and disasters, coordinating responses to and
recovery from emergencies.
MDO-OEM oversees the operational task force for large-scale events at the
Emergency Operating Center (EOC), with staff from over 20 City
departments. The MDO-OEM logistics team also successfully established a
Receiving and Distribution Center (RDC) to assign and track all resource
requests. The RDC receives operational support from Fleet Management,
Salvation Army, Water Department, Parks and Recreation, and the Office of
Special Events. MDO-OEM’s Homeland Security Program also successfully
developed a Philadelphia specific version of the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security’s Special Event Assessment Rating (SEAR) tool. The SEAR
process has become a valued decision support tool for the City’s public
safety planning efforts for special events.
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HOTELS
● A record 43.3 million people visited the region of Philadelphia in 2017,
and 38.2 million (88%) were here for leisure purposes. This is the 8th
straight year of visitation growth. (VisitPhilly)
● Together, conventions, trade shows and leisure travel (for events like
Wizard World Comic Con, The Philadelphia Flower Show and the 2017
NFL Draft) pushed Center City’s 2017 hotel occupancy rate to a modernday record of 78.2%. (PHLCVB)
● Leisure room nights totaled 1.1 million in 2017, an 8.5% increase from
2016 to 2017. (VisitPhilly)
● Leisure travel now accounts for 33% of the downtown’s occupied hotel
room nights, surpassing commercial (31%) and group and convention
business (32%). In 2018, Visit Philadelphia is planning on highlighting
Philadelphia’s best-in-class food scene, as data from Bon Appétit shows
81% of leisure travelers now travel for food. (CCD)
Increasing demand for rooms in Center City is driving 11 new hotel projects
that will increase downtown supply to more than 13,000 rooms by 2021.
Older hotels are responding with re-branding projects and renovations. After
the completion of an $8 million renovation, Hyatt will be repositioning The
Bellevue as part of their newly launched Unbound Collection, while the
Hilton Philadelphia at Penn’s Landing is undergoing a two-year, $15 million,
property-wide redesign.
Construction on the $600 million casino and hotel, Live! Casino and Hotel
Philadelphia, proposed for the Sports Complex area of Philadelphia, is
scheduled to begin in 2018. If all goes to plan, Live! Casino and Hotel
Philadelphia should open its doors in 2020. The casino calls for 2,000 slot
machines and 125 game tables, while the hotel will offer more than 200
rooms. There will also be a 2,600-square-foot parking garage attached to
the property. Live! Casino and Hotel Philadelphia is touting itself as, “the
first comprehensive gaming, resort, entertainment and sports destination in
the United States.”
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PUBLIC TRANSIT OPTIONS
SEPTA
The Southeastern Pennsylvania Transit Authority (SEPTA) is a regional public
transportation authority that operates various forms of public transit
services—bus, subway and elevated rail, commuter rail, light rail and
electric trolleybus—that serves 3.9 million people in five counties in and
around Philadelphia. SEPTA is one of only two U.S. transit authorities
operating all five major types of terrestrial transit vehicles.
SEPTA is responsible for the operation of the sixth largest public transportation fleet in the United States, with a fleet comprised of:
● 119 Bus Routes
● Approximately 1,390 Wheelchair Accessible Buses
● 8 Trolley (Light Rail) Lines
● 3 Trackless Trolley Routes
● 2 Subway/Elevated (Heavy Rail) Lines
● 1 Interurban High Speed Line (Heavy Rail)
● 13 Regional Railroad (Commuter Rail) Lines
● Shared Ride Service in the City of Philadelphia
● ADA Paratransit service throughout the five county region
In May 2016, SEPTA signed a five-year contract with New Flyer of America
Inc. for Xcelsior® diesel-electric hybrid, 40-foot heavy-duty transit buses.
The hybrid diesel-electric Xcelsior buses support SEPTA’s “SEPT-AINABLE
2020” program, focused on achieving sustainability through a “triple bottom
line” approach that includes the natural environment, healthy communities
and workforce, and economic vitality. More than half of SEPTA's current bus
fleet are diesel-electric hybrids. At the conclusion of the contract with New
Flyer, hybrids will comprise approximately 95% of the fleet.

SEPTA now operates one of the largest "green" mass transit
fleets in the nation.
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PUBLIC TRANSIT OPTIONS
PHL AIRPORT
Philadelphia is served by two airports, both of which are managed by the
City’s Division of Aviation: Philadelphia International Airport (PHL) and
Northeast Philadelphia Airport (PNE).
● According to the Federal Aviation Administration, PHL is the 19th
busiest airport in the United States in terms of flight operations.
● PHL generates $15.4 billion in spending annually and supports more
than 96,300 full-time jobs for the 11-county Philadelphia MSA.
Philadelphia International Airport, just 22-minutes by train and 15 minutes
by car from downtown, puts half of the country’s population within two
hours’ flying time, supporting business, conventions and leisure travel.
According to an annual report, more than 30 million passengers utilized PHL
in 2016, flying to and from 95 domestic and 36 international destinations.
In May 2017, the City of Philadelphia’s Division of Aviation, American
Airlines and the other commercial air carriers operating at PHL reached
agreement on a nearly $900 million plan to continue critical improvements
and develop new infrastructure at PHL and PNE.
This development will generate almost $4 billion in regional economic
output over a 5-year period, which equates to approximately 5,100
sustainable jobs over the same 5-year period. This investment from
companies based outside the region means new revenue for the benefit of
the region’s citizens and businesses, a unique opportunity for workforce and
commercial expansion in Philadelphia.
In 2018, Philadelphia City Council honored PHL with a resolution recognizing
the 20th anniversary of its Exhibitions Program, which promotes the visual
arts and culture of the Greater Philadelphia region to more than 30 million
passengers who pass through PHL annually.
In June 2018, PHL opened a new permanent facility for travelers with
service dogs as well as for passengers with emotional support animals and
smell pets. These areas are intended to be helpful and provide a less
stressful airport experience.
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PUBLIC TRANSIT OPTIONS
30th STREET STATION
30th Street Station (PHL) is located at 2955 Market Street, which places it in
convenient walking distance to both Center City and University City. The
station is owned and operated by Amtrak, and houses a number of the firm’s
corporate offices. Featuring a nine-level parking garage, full ADA
compliance and a wide assortment of rider amenities, 30th Street Station is
the busiest Amtrak station in the state of Pennsylvania and the third-busiest
in the entire Amtrak system.
Amtrak’s 30th Street Station provides 49 daily trains to New York City and
39 to Washington, D.C. Annual Amtrak ridership at 30th Street Station was
more than 4.3 million in 2016, up 4.6% from the previous year with average
weekday ridership up by 5.3% to 13,260.

THE PHILLY PHLASH
The Philly PHLASH Downtown Loop™ is just one of the many convenient and
affordable ways for visitors to get around downtown Philadelphia. Managed
by the Independence Visitor Center, the PHLASH is a seasonal transit service
that runs weekend-only service (Friday – Sunday) from March 23 – April 30;
and September 8 – November 19. The PHLASH runs daily service from May 1 –
September 4; and November 24 – December 31.
The PHLASH route provides access to 22 stops, located near must-see
attractions including the Penn’s Landing area, the Parkway Museum District
and Historic Philadelphia. On service days, the PHLASH runs 10:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m, providing service to each stop every 15 minutes. All PHLASH
vehicles are temperature-controlled and wheelchair-accessible.
The PHLASH is only $2 per ride or $5 per day. Children 4 and under, senior
citizens, SEPTA Pass and Key holders always ride free. Tickets can be
purchased onboard with cash, at any Visitor Center location or online. The
PHLASH was recently awarded a “2016 Certificate of Excellence” on Trip
Advisor.
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PUBLIC TRANSIT OPTIONS
RIDE-SHARING
Ride-sharing applications, such as Uber and Lyft, continue to expand
operations throughout the Philadelphia market.
Both ride-sharing companies frequently sponsor and partner with local
special events and festivals. The companies connect with the Office
of Special Events who delegate a designated pick-up and drop-off
location, which gets approval among SEPTA, Streets Department and
Philadelphia Police during the monthly Task Force meetings.
These locations are then shared to the riders, to help streamline and
navigate the arrival and dispersal of large-scale events.
In 2017 and 2018, Lyft and Budweiser brands created a partnership
program that offered 150,000 free total round trips on weekends and
holidays, in an effort to keep drunk drivers off the road. Through
social media, a unique ride code was shared every Thursday, to be
used that weekend for a credit of $20.
Events that have used this service include all Philadelphia sporting
events and concerts at Sports Complex area, Made in America Music
Festival, and the 2017 NFL Draft.
Services such as Enterprise Philly CarShare and Zipcar are also
available in the Philadelphia metropolitan area.
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PARKING AVAILABILITY
As is the case in any large city, Philadelphia has parking challenges.
However, the Philadelphia Parking Authority (PPA) does its best to make
sure that the parking and transportation needs of both residents and visitors
are met efficiently.
The PPA website contains many proactive resources to enhance driver
experience. The Parking Locator, found prominently displayed on the PPA
website, is designed to help drivers find parking facilities in the vicinity of
their travel destination.
Visitors and residents are encouraged to use the PPA Blog, where the agency
releases important parking information regarding large scale events,
conventions, local parades and festivals.
The PPA provides convenient on-site parking at Philadelphia International
Airport. A real-time parking availability tracker is available of the PPA
website with updates every 15 minutes for PHL guests.
There are many parking options for residents and visitors, including:
● More than 7,000 metered on-street parking spaces.
● More than 70 privately owned and operated parking lots and garages
in the Center City area and immediate vicinity.
● 17 PPA parking lots and garages in the Center City area and
immediate vicinity.
● 23 PPA neighborhood parking lots that are free of charge.
● More than 22,000 parking spaces in the stadium complex, which
includes the Wells Fargo Center, Lincoln Financial Field and Citizens
Bank Park.
In December 2017, PPA released their MeterUP mobile application available
for download on Android and iOS. MeterUP not only offers the convenience
of paying for parking from any phone, it also offers many other features
such as being alerted when your parking session is about to expire.
In June 2018 PPA Executive Director Scott Petri announced that the PPA
received accreditation “with distinction” from the International Parking
Institute (IPI) at their annual meeting in Orlando, Florida. The IPI also
highlighted three of the PPA’s garages for a “premier” rating.
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WALKING PATHS
& BICYCLE LANE
Philadelphia continues to hold its place as one of the top ten walkable cities
in America, with most of the Center City core, including museums,
landmarks, restaurants and green space, accessible by walking. For
recreational walkers, Fairmount Park, the largest landscaped urban park
system in the world, features 9,200 total acres and approximately 215 miles
of scenic walking trails and bicycle paths.
The Fairmount Park Conservancy announced an $8 million renovation that
will begin in Spring 2019. Plans focus on improving pedestrian safety for the
Parkside neighborhood community, a quarter-mile ice skating loop, large
play area, and restrooms.
Outside of the Fairmount Park system, Philadelphia has well over 200 miles
of dedicated bicycle lanes. As a result, Philadelphia has the highest
percentage of residents who bike to work of any big city in the United
States.
The Office of Transportation and Infrastructure (OTIS) directs the polices
and practices that improve quality of life in all of Philadelphia’s
communities through safe and sustainable infrastructure. They champion a
shared vision, focused on the mobility and safety of all who use city streets
and roadways, including Vision Zero.
The Vision Zero Task Force, created by Mayor James F. Kenney, introduced
a pilot program that will reduce car travel lanes on two major roadways in
the Center City District area, create a protected bike lane and install
Philadelphia’s first ever bicycle traffic light. The goal of the plan is to
reduce speeding vehicles, make walking easier, and create a safer
environment for everyone who uses the roads.
Through Indego Bike Share, another initiative of OTIS, the City owns and
manages 100 Indego stations and 1,000 bikes with the support of
Philadelphia-based operator Bicycle Transit Systems. Indego has docking
stations in all of Philadelphia’s neighborhoods, maintaining a core vision of
racial and socioeconomic equity.
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ESTIMATED ANNUAL
VISITORS
For the 8th straight year, Philadelphia has seen a growth in visitation.
And, while overseas visitation declined by nearly 2% nationally, it
grew by almost 1% in Philadelphia and is projected to grow 9.4% over
the next five years. These growth projections are helped by the recent
addition of new nonstop international flights from Reykjavik, Dublin, Zurich,
Budapest, Prague and Mexico City to Philadelphia International Airport.
● A record 43.3 million people visited the region of Philadelphia in
2017, and 38.2 million (88%) were here for leisure purpose—meaning
they chose to visit Philly for fun. This is the 8th straight year of visitation growth. (VisitPhilly)
● Visitors spend $7.1 billion in the region in 2017 (a 4.4% increase from
2016). This direct visitor spending generated $11.5 billion in economic impact, generated $938 million in state and local tax revenue and
supported 98,300 jobs. (VisitPhilly)
● Travelers chose to visit Philadelphia all year long in 2017. The region
saw higher-than-usual increases during the first and fourth quarters—
indicating more consistency and less seasonality in their trips. (VisitPhilly)
● Philadelphia is the 15th most-visited city in the U.S. by overseas
travelers. (In 2016 644,200 total overseas visitors to Philly, an increase from 2015.) Overseas travelers accounted for $979 million in
total economic impact in 2016. (CCD)
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PHILADELPHIA MARATHON
Event Summary
The Philadelphia Marathon holds distinction as the only full length marathon
in the City of Philadelphia. Since its inception in 1994, the Philadelphia
Marathon has morphed from a small, local event into one of the top ten
marathons in the United States.
Featuring a breathtaking course lined with the beautiful scenery of
Fairmount Park, the historical landmarks of Old City and the diversity of
Philadelphia’s unique neighborhoods, the Marathon has forged a reputation
as one of the most prestigious road races in the Country.
In 2016, Philadelphia Marathon Weekend made a significant scheduling
change by hosting the Half-Marathon on Saturday along with an 8K and Kid’s
Run. The Philadelphia Marathon took place on Sunday as the marquee event
of the weekend. With positive results and feedback from the public and
internal stakeholders, this change will remain in place for 2017.
Top Executive Contact Information
Leo Dignam
Office of the Managing Director
1401 JFK Blvd. - 14th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102
leo.dignam@phila.gov
Number of Years Produced
1994-2018 (25 Years)
Event Date(s)
Third weekend in November
Primary Target Audience
Philadelphia Marathon Weekend draws an international field of athletes and
provides a fun, family-friendly environment for competitors and spectators
along the route. Runners must register and pay applicable registration fees.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
40,000 per year
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BROAD STREET RUN
Event Summary
The Broad Street Run, sponsored by Independence Blue Cross, is the largest
ten mile road race in the United States. Participants start at the
intersection of Broad Street and Fisher Avenue in the Logan neighborhood of
Philadelphia and proceed south on Broad Street to the Philadelphia Navy
Yard.
The course includes many iconic landmarks and buildings including City Hall,
the Pennsylvania Convention Center, the Avenue of the Arts and the stadium
complex in South Philadelphia. The first Broad Street Run was held in 1980
with approximately 1,600 runners. The popularity of the race has grown to
the extent that registration is now conducted through a lottery system.
The 2018 Broad Street Run featured more than 45,000 runners, including a
significant number of international participants.
Top Executive Contact Information
Leo Dignam
Office of the Managing Director
1401 JFK Blvd. - 14th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102
leo.dignam@phila.gov
Number of Years Produced
1980-2018 (39 Years)
Event Date(s)
First Sunday in May
Primary Target Audience
The Broad Street Run is an international race that is open to both
competitive and amateur runners. The course is lined with cheer zones that
foster a lively environment for participants and spectators alike. Runners
must register and pay registration fees.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
45,000 per year
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DAD VAIL REGATTA
Event Summary
Philadelphia’s unique geography lends itself to water sports, and the city
has a rich rowing tradition as a result. The Dad Vail Regatta is the largest
collegiate regatta in North America. The event features over 175 races with
teams from more than 120 colleges and universities.
Conceived in 1934 by two men with ties to the University of Pennsylvania
crew team, the Dad Vail Regatta moved to Philadelphia in 1953 and is
currently one of the longest running crew competitions in the world. Each
May, the best collegiate crew teams from across the country descend on
Kelly Drive and the Schuylkill River for two full days of competition on
Philadelphia’s iconic 2,000 meter Olympic length racecourse.
The event features a race expo and rower village with beer gardens,
vendors and entertainment. While subject to extreme weather, event races
take place rain or shine.
Top Executive Contact Information
JR Hanna, President
Dad Vail Regatta Organizing Committee
455 S. Gulph Road - Suite 306
King of Prussia, PA 19406
(267) 670 - 7440
Number of Years Produced
Total: 1934-2018 (84 Years)
Philadelphia: 1953-2018 (65 Years)
Event Date(s)
Second Friday and Saturday in May
Primary Target Audience
The Dad Vail Regatta is a family-friendly event that is open to qualified
collegiate teams from anywhere in the world. This is a ticketed event
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate
Attendance
50,000 per year
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6ABC THANKSGIVING DAY
PARADE
Event Summary
The 1.4-mile 6ABC Dunkin’ Donuts Thanksgiving Day Parade is the oldest
Thanksgiving parade in the country and a true Philadelphia tradition. The
city streets make way for massive floats and giant balloons, plus local
performers from choirs, dance groups, and marching bands. Santa himself
arrives in grand fashion, ushering Philadelphia into the holiday season.
The annual parade features appearances from special guests and performers
from around the region and beyond. Look forward to performances from
local choirs, recording artists, dance groups and more. The eye-catching
highlight of the Thanksgiving Day Parade are the festive floats and massive
balloons. The decorative floats come in all shapes and sizes, often featuring
kid-favorite characters including a special visit from Santa & Mrs. Claus.
Now in its 99th year, the annual Thanksgiving Day Parade promises another
visual and celebratory feast.
Top Executive Contact Information
Maria DiBenedetto, Co-Producer
WPVI-TV 6ABC
4100 City Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19131
Maria.Dibenedetto@accessdmc.com
Number of Years Produced
1920-2018 (99 Years)
Event Date(s)
Thanksgiving Day
Primary Target Audience
The Thanksgiving Day Parade provides a fun, family-friendly environment for
spectators along the route. Elements vary from dance groups, to marching
bands and popular children’s characters.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
50,000 per year
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MUMMERS PARADE
Event Summary
The Mummer’s Parade is one of Philadelphia’s most unique traditions.
Officially started on New Year’s Day in 1901, the Mummer’s Parade features
comic brigades, fancy divisions and string bands representing nearly all of
the neighborhoods of Philadelphia with beautiful costumes and exhilarating
performances.
In 2017, parade organizers and the City of Philadelphia continued to push
for a more diverse event, inviting additional local and regional cultural
organizations to participate and perform in the parade.
These efforts have led to increased attendance, greater community buy-in,
and made the Mummer’s Parade more representative of Philadelphia’s
population as a whole, ensuring that the Mummer’s Parade will continue to
dazzle Philadelphia’s citizens and visitors on New Year’s Day for years to
come.
Top Executive Contact Information
Leo Dignam, Parade Director
Office of the Managing Director
1401 JFK Blvd. - 14th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102
leo.dignam@phila.gov
Number of Years Produced
1901-2018 (118 Years)
Event Date(s)
New Year’s Day - January 1
Primary Target Audience
The Mummer’s Parade is a family-friendly event that has wide appeal across
all demographics. Vendors and businesses line the parade route as the
performers make their way south on Broad Street. The event is free and
open to the public.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
100,000 per year
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MADE IN AMERICA
Event Summary
The Made in America Music Festival, sponsored by Budweiser and produced
by Live Nation and JAY-Z, was founded in 2012. The inaugural event,
headlined by JAY-Z and Pearl Jam, became an immediate sensation. The
event brings together an eclectic mix of more than twenty hand-selected,
nationally-recognized artists across all musical genres on three stages for a
two-day festival on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Center City
Philadelphia.
In addition to world class musical talent, the Made in America Music Festival
features a large skate park, food vendors, carnival games and more. Made in
America, held on Labor Day weekend, has brought substantial crowds and a
profound financial impact to Philadelphia on what was a traditionally slow
weekend for Philadelphia’s tourism and hospitality industries.
Top Executive Contact Information
Alan Ostfield, President
Live Nation Worldwide, Inc.
111 Presidential Blvd. - Suite 111
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
(610) 784 - 5400
Number of Years Produced
2012-2018 (6 Years)
Event Date(s)
Labor Day Weekend
Primary Target Audience
The Made in America Music Festival draws an adult audience and targets the
21-34 year old demographic. The event has been designed to appeal
broadly to fans of all musical genres and draws visitors from around the
country. This is a ticketed event.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
130,000 per year
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PENN RELAYS
Event Summary
First held in 1895, the Penn Relays is the longest uninterrupted collegiate
track meet in the country. Hosted at Franklin Field on the campus of the
University of Pennsylvania, the Penn Relays cultivate an exciting
atmosphere through its annual carnival and a wide variety of track and field
events. Competitors come from high schools, colleges and universities
throughout the United States and abroad.
Each year, the event draws approximately 22,000 entrants and over 100,000
spectators to the City of Philadelphia for a weekend of spirited athletic
competition in a historically significant environment. The Penn Relays
remain one of the premier track and field competitions in the United States
and is one of the best attended annual track meets anywhere in the world.
Top Executive Contact Information
Dave Johnson, Director
Penn Relays & Penn Relay Carnival
219 S. 33rd Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
(215) 898 - 6145
Number of Years Produced
1895-2018 (124 Years)
Event Date(s)
April 26 - April 28
Primary Target Audience
The organizers of the Penn Relays strive to create a family-friendly
environment for competitors and their guests. This event draws visitors from
the United States and around the world. This is a ticketed event.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
125,000 per year
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PHILADELPHIA
INTERNATIONAL AUTO SHOW
Event Summary
The Philadelphia International Auto Show was founded in 1902, and is
currently one of the largest indoor auto shows in the United States.
Utilizing approximately 650,000 square feet of the Pennsylvania Convention
Center and featuring over 700 vehicles from all major dealers, the
Philadelphia International Auto Show draws in excess of 240,000 people per
year.
The Automobile Dealers Association of Greater Philadelphia, one of the
oldest associations of its kind, has produced the show each year since 1904.
A portion of the proceeds from the Philadelphia International Auto Show
Black Tie Gala go to Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
Exit surveys conducted by the Automobile Dealers Association of
Philadelphia show that 48% of local new car sales are directly influenced by
the Auto Show.
Top Executive Contact Information
Michael Gempp
Automobile Dealers Assoc. Of Greater Philadelphia
3311 Swede Road - Suite A
East Norriton, PA 19401
(610) 279 - 5229
Number of Years Produced
1902-2018 (118 Years)
Event Date(s)
First week of February
Primary Target Audience
The Philadelphia International Auto Show is a family-friendly event that appeals to all demographics and draws visitors to Philadelphia from across the
region. This is a ticketed event.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
240,000 per year
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PHILADELPHIA FLOWER
SHOW
Event Summary
Founded in 1827, the Philadelphia Flower Show is the oldest and largest
indoor flower show in the world. Sponsored and produced by the
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, the oldest horticultural society in the
United States, the Philadelphia Flower Show has delighted visitors to
Philadelphia for nearly 200 years.
Relocated to the Pennsylvania Convention Center in 1996, the Flower Show
draws approximately 265,000 people to the Center City area each year.
Artists, architects and horticulturists from around the country choose the
yearly theme and proceed to transform 10 acres of the Pennsylvania
Convention Center into a beautiful landscape of floral arrangements and
gardens.
The Flower Show also features live musical and dance performances,
interpretive art displays, fine food and wine tasting.
Top Executive Contact Information
Sam Lemheney, Chief of Shows & Events
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
100 N. 20th Street - 5th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
slemheney@pennhort.org
Number of Years Produced
1829-2018 (189 Years)
Event Date(s)
First Saturday to second Sunday in March
Primary Target Audience
The Philadelphia Flower Show is a family-friendly event that appeals to all
demographics and draws visitors to Philadelphia from across the region. This
is a ticketed event.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
265,000 per year
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WAWA WELCOME AMERICA
FESTIVAL
Event Summary
The Welcome America Festival, sponsored by the City of Philadelphia and
Wawa Food Markets, is an annual weeklong festival celebrating American
independence in the birthplace of the United States.
Featuring free, family-oriented events throughout the City of Philadelphia,
the festival includes a large block party around Independence Hall, outdoor
movie screenings in some of Philadelphia’s most iconic locations,
educational events at Independence National Historical Park, fireworks
shows and multiple live performances from the world renowned Philly POPS.
The festival culminates on July 4th with the annual Independence Hall
Welcome Ceremony, Independence Day Parade in Old City, the Party on the
Parkway, and the 4th of July Concert and Fireworks on Benjamin Franklin
Parkway.
Top Executive Contact Information
Jeff Guarancino
President & CEO of Welcome America, Inc.
One Liberty Place, 1650 Market St, Ste 2800
Philadelphia, PA 19103
jeff@welcomeamerica.com
Number of Years Produced
1993-2018 (26 Years)
Event Date(s)
June 28 - July 4
Primary Target Audience
The Welcome America Festival strives for mass appeal across all
demographics and regions through a collection of family-friendly and
educational events. Events are free and open to the public.
Recurrence Cycle
Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
1,000,000 per year
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PHILADELPHIA
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF
THE ARTS STREET FAIR
Event Summary
Located in the heart of Center City, Philadelphia, the Kimmel Center’s
mission is to operate a world-class performing arts center that engages and
serves a broad audience through diverse programming, arts education, and
community outreach.
Presented by the Kimmel Center, the Philadelphia International Festival of
the Arts transforms Broad Street into an outdoor exhibit of performances,
shows, live actors and entertainment. Seen as Philadelphia's ultimate FREE
block party, there are plenty of rides, attractions and food vendors for
families young or mature to enjoy.
Top Executive Contact Information
Jay Wahl, Artistic Director
The Kimmel Center, Inc.
1500 Walnut Street, Floor 17
Philadelphia, PA 19102
jwahl@kimmelcenter.org
Number of Years Produced
2011, 2013, 2016, 2018
Event Date(s)
June 1-10
Primary Target Audience
The PIFA Street Fair Festival strives for mass appeal across all demographics
and regions through a collection of family-friendly and educational events.
The event is free to attend and open to the public. Individual tickets may be
required for some of the attractions.
Recurrence Cycle
Bi-Annual event
Estimated Combined Aggregate Attendance
150,000 per year
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES
SUPER BOWL PARADE
Following the 2017 NFL Draft Experience in Philadelphia, football fans
across the region were excited for the season to get underway. Little did
we know that, less than a year after 250,000 people descended on the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway, the Philadelphia Eagles would be Super Bowl
Champions after defeating the New England Patriots in Super Bowl LII.
The City of Philadelphia last experienced a major sports championship
celebration in 2008 with the Philadelphia Phillies, and approximately one
million people came to Broad Street and the stadium complex to show the
team their love and appreciation. There were many lessons learned from a
planning perspective, including necessary changes and improvements to
overall event security, crowd control, mass transit operations and public
messaging. These lessons were invaluable in guiding preparations for the
Eagles Super Bowl Parade.
The Office of Special Events (MDO-OSE) was responsible for the
conceptualization, implementation and execution of a comprehensive
operations plan that included just about all municipal agencies, as well as
key stakeholders from State government and the private sector.
Operational planning for an event of this scale usually takes six months, but
the City, under the leadership of MDO-OSE, finalized plans in a matter of
weeks. MDO-OSE also served as primary liaison for the Eagles and their
event production company, the Creative Group, through all phases of the
event. MDO-OSE spearheaded community and business outreach efforts,
generating a comprehensive press release including road closures, parking
restrictions, and relevant event information.
The Eagles Super Bowl Parade was widely considered a resounding success,
especially considering the truncated planning window. Estimates put total
attendance at well over one million people, one the largest mass gatherings
in the City’s history. Philadelphia’s “normal” championship parade route
along Broad Street was expanded to include the Benjamin Franklin Parkway,
a fitting location considering the fact that the season began there with the
NFL Draft in April of 2017, and one that allowed fans, for the first time, to
celebrate a world championship with their heroes without a requiring a
ticket.
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PUBLIC OBJECTIVES &
SUPPORT STATEMENTS
The support system and enthusiasm for festivals and events within the City
of Philadelphia government is both robust and streamlined. This is
evidenced by the existence of City agencies that are tasked with the
management and facilitation of special events.
The Office of Special Events (MDO-OSE) exists to ensure that all necessary
permits, insurances and agreements are executed prior to any event that
seeks the use of City-owned or occupied property, City equipment and/or
City services. MDO-OSE serves as a “one-stop shop” for all special events
taking place in Philadelphia, processing more than 1,600 special event
applications each year, generating departmental service requests, and
invoicing event organizers for City equipment and/or services rendered in
connection with special events. MDO-OSE effectively manages all municipal
operating departments in the planning and execution of special events
including public safety operations and deployment of City resources
(barricades, staging, sound systems, sanitation assets, etc.)
The vast size of Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park system necessitates
dedicated oversight for the management of events, festivals and picnics
within its confines. The Parks & Recreation Special Events Office is a unit
within the department’s Operations Division that is tasked with permitting
and providing support for special events taking place in Philadelphia’s parks
and recreational centers while maintaining the natural beauty of the park
system. The Parks & Recreation Special Events Office is responsible for some
of Philadelphia’s most iconic landmarks, including the Benjamin Franklin
Parkway, Logan Square, Rittenhouse Square, and the steps of the
Philadelphia Museum of Art.

In May 2018, the long awaited Treetops Quest zip line and
ropes course opened in Fairmount Park.
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PUBLIC OBJECTIVES &
SUPPORT STATEMENTS
On the marketing and promotion side, Visit Philadelphia and the
Philadelphia Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (PHLCVB) partner to build
Philadelphia’s brand and image through marketing campaigns, media
relations, advertising, websites and social media. The PHLCVB also serves
as the primary sales and marketing agency for the Pennsylvania Convention
Center, working to stimulate job growth by increasing hotel occupancies and
developing various sectors of the hospitality industry.
The Greater Philadelphia Film Office (GPFO) is a “film commission”
representing the southeastern Pennsylvania region, officially serving the
counties of Bucks, Chester, Montgomery, Delaware and Philadelphia. In
1992, GPFO became a regional economic development agency, and
incorporated as a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation in 2000. Committed to
the growth of the regional film production industry, GPFO is responsible for
over $3.5 billion in economic stimulus to the region since 1992.
A recent influx of major film projects have further solidified Philadelphia’s
reputation as a premier destination for the production of major motion
pictures, including “Glass”, starring Bruce Willis, Samuel L. Jackson and
James McAvoy, and “Creed II”, starring Michael B. Jordan, Sylvester
Stallone, and Dolph Lundgren.
Sun Center Studios, located just ten miles south of Philadelphia in Aston,
PA, is a world-class film and television production facility with a 33 acre
campus that has hosted some of the region’s largest feature film projects.
Qualifying projects are eligible to receive up to a 30% tax credit when
shooting at this facility, providing film and television producers with a
significant financial incentive to choose the Philadelphia region.

51

52

DIRECT FUNDING SUPPORT
FOR EVENTS
The City of Philadelphia provides direct funding support for a number of
festivals and events. The most significant event that receives direct funding
from local government is the annual Wawa Welcome America Festival,
which receives budgeted financial contributions from the City of
Philadelphia each year, as well as in-kind contributions in the form of police
coverage, emergency medical services and sanitation services. The regional
economic impact of this event more than covers any investment by the City
of Philadelphia towards its operating costs.
Philadelphia’s two signature running events, the Broad Street Run and the
Philadelphia Marathon/Half-Marathon, are organized and produced by the
Managing Director’s Office and the Department of Parks and Recreation.
Both events receive direct financial support from the City of Philadelphia
and a substantial commitment of City resources and staff throughout the
year. Other events receiving direct funding support from the City of
Philadelphia include:
-

Philly Free Streets
Philadelphia Mummer’s Parade
Philadelphia Civic Flag Day
“The Oval” Summer Series
Winter Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony

In 2017, Philadelphia City Council unanimously approved legislation
establishing the Philadelphia Hospitality Improvement Levy District and
adding a small room fee to the daily rate at Philadelphia hotels. This fee is
expected to generate nearly $6 million per year, and the funds will be used
to attract the types of events and conventions that stand to improve hotel
occupancy figures in the city and region.
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IN-KIND SERVICES SUPPORT
The City of Philadelphia provides in-kind contributions to many special
events in the form of non-reimbursable departmental support services.
These in-kind contributions include:
- Staging and barricades from the Department of Public Property
- Sound equipment and sound technicians from the Office of Information &
Technology
- Emergency medical services from the Philadelphia Fire Department
- Traffic and crowd control services from the Philadelphia Police
Department
- Sanitation services (street cleaning, trash/recycling pickup, etc.) from the
Streets Department
In-kind contributions are determined and approved on a case-by-case basis
upon submittal of a written request to the Office of Special Events, which
has the ability to waive costs for City services and equipment up to
$1,000.00. This concession goes a long way to promote and encourage new
local community festivals and parades, providing organizers with a means to
gain a foothold and, hopefully, establish a successful event.
The level of in-kind contributions are based on the nature of the event,
status of sponsoring organization (for profit vs. non-profit) and the potential
economic and/or cultural impact to the City of Philadelphia and its
residents. In some cases, larger events, such as the NFL Draft Experience,
require in-kind contributions of City services and equipment as part of the
RFP and bid process. These proposals are weighed and negotiated on a
case-by-case basis by the City’s administration, in conjunction with the
Office of Special Events, the Commerce Department and various external
partners.
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ROLE OF CITY IN FESTIVAL &
EVENT APPROVAL
All special events requiring permits or licenses from the City of Philadelphia
are approved through application processes that are organized by event
type. The Office of Special Events processes applications and issues permits
for parades, festivals, demonstrations and the utilization of City equipment
and/or services.
This office also serves as the distribution hub for all other event-related
applications. Large-scale event proposals are vetted by the Special Event
Review Committee, which is chaired by the Director of Operations. This
committee is comprised of representatives from each City department
involved with the planning and production of special events. The group
meets monthly to discuss and weigh the benefits and assess risks of new
event applications and proposals. As events are approved by the Special
Event Review Committee, the Office of Special Events produces detailed
City service requests for each event and presents them to the pertinent City
departments at the monthly Special Events Task Force Meeting. This
meeting is chaired by the Deputy Director of Operations, and is intended to
serve as an open forum for City departments and agencies to voice
operational questions and concerns relating to each special event prior to
execution.
Questions are fielded by the Office of Special Events and forwarded to event
organizers for further clarification as needed. This system keeps all City
departments informed and involved, effectively mitigating
miscommunication and disorganization during the planning and execution of
events and festivals. The organization of the Special Events Task Force
translates well to the event operation phase as well, providing an
established network for communications and rapid response in the field.
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COORDINATION &
ASSISTANCE SYSTEMS
The Office of Special Events, operating under the umbrella of the Managing
Director’s Office, serves as a true “one-stop shop” for event producers
planning to host events and festivals in Philadelphia. Prospective event
organizers are encouraged to contact this office during the initial stages of
the event planning process for guidance through municipal permitting and
licensing procedures relating to special events, creating a single point of
contact with local government. This ensures an open channel of
communication from inception to completion, a streamlined
approval/disapproval process, mitigation of stakeholder liability, and the
accurate and efficient delivery of City services on the date(s) of the event.
As festivals and events continue to expand and diversify, there is a critical
need for a unified command structure to ensure the effective delivery of
municipal services and equipment. Due to an influx of large-scale special
events in Philadelphia, protocols and practices for the planning and
production of such events have evolved to meet the needs of producers as
well as the various municipal agencies involved in the execution of event
operations. The City of Philadelphia has perfected a model for event
operations that brings all stakeholders to a centralized command location
that is identified during the event planning phase and is custom-built to
specifications that meet the needs of all parties based on event type, size
and scope. An Incident Action Plan (IAP) and a comprehensive City Service
Request (CSR) are developed by the City to clearly outline the
responsibilities of all internal and external partners on all fronts, including
public safety/security, evacuations and emergency communications. Based
on recent success, event producers have bought in to the system
completely. As a result, the City of Philadelphia has the ability to quickly
plan for and accommodate large-scale events with less advance notice,
paying dividends when it comes to impromptu events such as
demonstrations and various no-notice public gatherings.
The City of Philadelphia offers other festival and event process coordination
and assistance systems, including:
-

Special Event Insurance Program (Risk Management Division)
Volunteer Recruitment (Office of Civic Engagement & Volunteer Service)
Drone/UAS Use Notification Program (Office of Emergency Management)
Zero Waste Management Planning (Office of Special Events)
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BOARD & COMMITTEE
PARTICIPATION
Welcome America Festival Board of Directors
Honorable James Kenney (Mayor)
Cindy Bass (City Councilwoman)
Jazelle Jones (Deputy Managing Director)
Mechelle Sabb (Deputy Director of Operations)
Obra Kernodle (Governor’s Office)
Jeff Guarancino (CEO, Welcome America)
Lee Whitaker (Executive Director)
Rob Debow (Finance Department)
Valerie Robinson (Senior Attorney)
Mayor’s Hospitality Advisory Board
Michael DiBerandinis (Managing Director)
Jane Slusser (Chief of Staff- Mayor’s Office)
Sheila Hess (City Representative)
Anne Fadullon (Director of Planning & Development)
Kelly Lee (Chief Cultural Officer)
Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia Board of Directors
Sheila Hess (City Representative)
Sylvie Gallier-Howard (Chief of Staff - Commerce Department)
Bobby Henon (City Councilman)
Jazelle Jones (Deputy Managing Director)
PHL Sports Commission
Jazelle Jones (Deputy Managing Director)
Visit Philadelphia Board of Directors
Sheila Hess (City Representative)
Obra Kernodle (Governor’s Office)
Delaware River Waterfront Corporation Board of Directors
Anne Fadullon (Director of Planning & Development)
Sports Complex Special Services District Board of Directors
Michael DiBerardinis (Managing Director)
Kenyatta Johnson (City Councilman)
Mark Squilla (City Councilman)
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LAWS & REGULATIONS
PLEASE FIND THE RESPONSE TO THIS SECTION ATTACHED AS
AN ADDENDUM
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GREEN INITIATIVES
Environmental sustainability efforts in the City of Philadelphia are
spearheaded by the Office of Sustainability (OOS), which is the department
responsible for implementing Greenworks Philadelphia, the City’s
comprehensive sustainability plan. OOS works with partners around the city
to improve quality of life in all Philadelphia neighborhoods, reduce the
City’s carbon emissions, and prepare Philadelphia for the possibility of a
hotter, wetter future. The Managing Director’s Office, in conjunction with
the Office of Sustainability, chairs the City’s Zero Waste and Litter Cabinet,
an interdepartmental effort to combat litter, enhance the cleanliness of
streets and public spaces, and increase Philadelphia’s waste diversion rate.
The City of Philadelphia is dedicated to providing event producers and
organizers with the necessary resources and information to encourage
sustainable and ethical organized events. Large public events like festivals,
parades, athletic events, and concerts attract and entertain Philadelphia’s
visitors and residents. However, these events also produce a significant
amount of waste. Public events represent an opportunity to reduce waste
while engaging both residents and some of Philadelphia’s 43 million annual
visitors in the city’s Zero Waste efforts.
The Zero Waste and Litter Cabinet hopes to make Philadelphia the “Home of
Zero Waste Events.” The Cabinet, in conjunction with the Office of Special
Events, has modified the City’s Special Events Application to include a
recycling mandate as well as recommendations for voluntarily implementing
Zero Waste practices.
As part of this program, the City offers participating event organizers:
- Access to municipal compost pickups by the Streets Department
- Resources for identifying opportunities for waste diversion
- Access to the Philacycle Program
● Philacycle empowers citizens to educate their communities and
conduct neighborhood cleanups using Zero Waste principles. Captains
and full teams are also available to assist event organizers in
providing source-separated waste bins and volunteers to educate
event attendees and ensure that materials are sorted properly at
events.
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GREEN INITIATIVES
Philadelphia Marathon Weekend, organized by the City of Philadelphia’s
Department of Parks & Recreation and Managing Director’s Office, holds
distinction as one of the most environmentally-conscious and sustainable
athletic events in the country. The event features two days of races
including an 8K, half-marathon and full marathon. This event has continued
to grow in size to 30,000 competitors, 60,000 spectators, and 3,000
volunteers, and sustainability efforts have increased as a result.
The Philadelphia Marathon is committed to setting an example for the
surrounding community and other races when it comes to environmental
responsibility. Concerted efforts are made to reduce the event's carbon
footprint and continue to make environmental strides by implementing
green initiatives that reduce waste, reuse resources and recycle materials.
These efforts include:
- Utilization of e-cards instead of paper for discount offers
- Reducing paper size of informational handouts by 50 percent
- Using 100% recycled paper and eco-friendly inks in all event materials
- Recycling of cardboard and plastics on the race course
- Elimination of Styrofoam throughout the event
- Composting of 300,000 cups along the route
- Utilization of formaldehyde-free, non-toxic alternatives to traditional
chemicals in portable restrooms onsite
- Stocking of all portable toilets with recycled toilet paper
- Recycling discarded salvageable runners' clothes at race day starting line
● Excess runners' bags-items are sorted, then recycled or donated to
local charity organizations
- Donation of excess food products such as water and/or runners' snacks to
local shelters, charitable organizations, recreation programs, school groups
and other competitive race organizations
- Monitoring of the course and emergency functions primarily through the
use of bicycles, scooter units, and ATV's, minimizing the carbon footprint by
limiting fuel-guzzling vehicles and ambulances
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TRAINING PROGRAMS
The City of Philadelphia, through the Office of Special Events, attends
community outreach programs to educate and train community members in
special event permitting procedures. This office also responds to individual
requests for consultations and other meetings to answer questions relating
to the special events process. Some of the most popular questions and
topics include:
-

Alcohol management
Food vendor safety protocols and clarification of the Fire Code
Road closure and traffic planning
Public messaging and coordinated community/business outreach

Representatives from various City departments on the Special Event Task
Force are asked to attend meetings and training programs on a regular
basis. The Office of Special Events has the ability to bring City agencies
together to consult with event producers as needed to ensure that all
pertinent information is communicated up front in an effort to streamline
the event application process as much as possible. Investments on this front
pay significant dividends during the planning and execution phases of events
and festivals.
In the fall of 2014, the Office of Special Events launched the Special Events
Academy in conjunction with the PhillyRising Collaborative and their
community engagement initiative. The Special Events Academy consists of a
45 minute lecture and a 15 minute question and answer session. The lecture
portion seeks to educate community members about all phases of the event
planning process and municipal permitting procedures, while demonstrating
the value that organized events bring to under-served communities and
underutilized commercial corridors.
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INDUSTRY INVOLVEMENT
The City of Philadelphia, through its operating departments, supporting
agencies and various partners, is extremely active in the special events
community. In addition to the extensive participation of City employees on
various event-related boards and advisory committees (see Section 3F),
other examples of direct industry involvement and memberships include:
- City of Philadelphia (Office of the Managing Director) - Member of the
International Festival & Events Association (IFEA)
- The Greater Philadelphia Film Office - Member of the Association of Film
Commissions International (AFCI)
- Greater Philadelphia Convention & Visitor’s Bureau (PHLCVB) - Member of
the Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI)
- Temple University & Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts - Members of
the International Facility Management Association (IFMA)
- Center City District and Historic Philadelphia Inc. - Members of the
International Live Events Association (ILEA)
The City of Austin’s Austin Center for Events hosted its inaugural Municipal
Special Event Summit in January of 2018. The Summit brought city officials
together to share policies and practices on municipal special event topics
such as policy development, event management, public safety, budgeting
and fees, outreach and engagement, and interdepartmental planning. More
than 25 cities from across the nation were in attendance, and the City of
Philadelphia’s Office of Special Events will be a participant and contributor
in this endeavor going forward.
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VOLUNTEER INVOLVEMENT
Volunteers are vital to the success of Philadelphia’s events and festivals,
assisting with logistical and clerical tasks as well as onsite operations. Many
charitable/fundraising events have a large, motivated networks of people
associated with their organization who volunteer their time for the planning
and production of events. For those organizations without a pre-existing
network, Philadelphia has many avenues for event sponsors to recruit
volunteers, including universities, community development organizations,
business improvement districts, and a wide range of special interest groups
and non-profits.
In addition to these options in the private sector, the City of Philadelphia
Office of Civic Engagement & Volunteer Service and SERVE Philadelphia
exist to match willing citizens with organizations who require volunteers for
events, festivals and various community service projects. These programs
have provided a conduit for the organizers of events, large and small, to
connect with members of the community and get them involved in the
production of events. Volunteer opportunities are posted on websites, social
media outlets and newsletters. Interested parties are able to sign up for
most opportunities through a convenient online registration portal.
Similar to the way the SERVE Philadelphia operates, there is a new
volunteer recruitment tool in place for those wishing to assist in the success
of making events “Zero Waste” through our collaboration with Philacycle.
Philacycle is a partnership between the City of Philadelphia, ReCommunity
Materials Recovery Facility, and Recyclebank, who are excited to announce
the launch of this new program designed to educate, motivate, and reward
Philadelphia residents. Philacycle is an innovative program that allows
residents to help the community and to earn all sorts of great rewards when
they do. Philadelphia residents can join the City’s Zero Waste movement by
becoming a Philacycler. From eliminating litter on the streets, to learning
more about sustainable living online, to volunteering at a variety of local
events, Philacycle rewards residents for taking Zero Waste actions and
engaging friends, family, and neighbors to help make a positive impact in
Philadelphia.

In 2017, the Philadelphia Marathon achieved Zero Waste — 90 percent of
the waste generated over Marathon Weekend was diverted away from the
landfill through recycling, composting, reuse, and donations.
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SPONSORSHIP SUPPORT
Philadelphia’s business community is heavily involved in the regional special
event community. Event organizers have been extraordinarily successful in
securing corporate support in the form of sponsorships, marketing and inkind contributions. The Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce
regularly produces a list of the top corporate sponsors in the Philadelphia
metropolitan region. This list is comprised of local businesses and a number
of international corporations. Some of the most prolific and generous
corporate sponsors of events and festivals in Philadelphia include:

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Comcast Corporation
Citizens Bank
Independence Blue Cross
PECO
PNC Financial Services Group
University of Pennsylvania
Stradley, Ronon, Stevens and Young, LLP
TD Bank
Wawa Incorporated
Wells Fargo
Ernst & Young
Aramark
IBEW Local 98
Bank of America
Firstrust Bank
Philadelphia Federal Credit Union
NovaCare
Brandywine Realty Trust
Drexel University
Jefferson University
Dunkin’ Donuts
Safeguard Scientifics
Liberty Property Trust
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CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE/CVB SUPPORT
The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia
The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia brings area businesses
and civic leaders together to promote growth and create opportunity in the
region. Members of The Chamber represent 11 counties, 3 states and
roughly 600,000 employees from thousands of member companies and
organizations. By brining all kinds of businesses and leaders to the table –
the new, the established, the big, the small, the growing, the thriving, the
perennial, the innovative, and the experimental – The Chamber builds
community and finds commonalities among everyone.
The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia advocates for regional
development, business-friendly public policies and economic prosperity.
They support members with practical, inspiring program, resources and
events. Everything serves one clear, bold goal: to make Greater Philadelphia
a great place for good business. The Chamber strives to influence businessfriendly legislation in all levels of government, participate in initiatives to
improve education in community, present professional enrichment programs
and provide members with cost-efficient ways to run their businesses.
Philadelphia Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
The mission of the Philadelphia Convention & Visitors Bureau (PHLCVB) is to
generate economic impact and job growth by increasing the region’s hotel
occupancy and revenues while concurrently affecting other segments of the
hospitality industry. PHLCVB is a private non-profit corporation that serves
as the official tourism promotion agency for the City of Philadelphia
globally. The Philadelphia Sports Congress, a division of PHLCVB, seeks to
attract major national and international sporting events to the region such
as the NCAA Lacrosse Championships, NCAA Basketball Tournament, XGames, Army v. Navy Game and the World Cup.
The City of Philadelphia has five major visitor centers located throughout
the Center City district. These centers provide visitors with the most
current information on where to stay, eat and play in Philadelphia. The
centers are responsible for the distribution of promotional material,
including coupons for discounted admission to Philadelphia’s museums,
restaurants and tours. The support of the visitor centers and their affiliates
play a significant role in ensuring that visitors, tourists and new members of
the community are well informed of all Philadelphia has to offer.
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DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATIONS
Philadelphia has many active merchant and community associations that are
dedicated to fostering collaborative relationships between residents and
businesses through the creation and production of events and festivals.
These associations include, but are not limited to:
● Center City District (Dilworth Park and Sister Cities Park events)
● South Street Headhouse District (South Street Spring Festival and
Easter Promenade)
● Midtown Village Association (Midtown Village Fall Festival)
● Old City District (First Fridays in Old City; Old City Festival)
● Rittenhouse Row Association (Rittenhouse Row Spring Festival; Outdoor Dining)
● Avenue of the Arts (Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts)
● Chinatown Development Corporation (Chinese New Year Parade;
Night Market - Chinatown)
● University City District (“Porch at 30th” events; University City Dollar
Stroll)
The Center City District manages Dilworth Park, located on the west side of
City Hall. This beautiful public venue contains a 185 x 60 foot
programmable space, shaded seating areas and a cafe. Dilworth Park hosts
many events throughout the year including private receptions, concerts,
beer gardens and sponsor activations.
University City District (UCD) is a partnership of world-renowned anchor
institutions, small businesses and residents that creates opportunity, and
improves economic vitality and quality of life in the University City area of
West Philadelphia. The primary mission is community revitalization. UCD
works within a place-based, data-driven framework to invest in world-class
public spaces, address crime and public safety, bring life to commercial
corridors, connect low-income residents to careers, and promote job growth
and innovation.
The dedication of these organizations in Philadelphia has created unique
opportunities for local organizations to interact and foster relationships with
local government through the production of events and festivals. These
organizations are vital to the success and management of events throughout
Philadelphia.
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ASSISTING THOSE WITH
DISABILITIES
The City of Philadelphia is committed to providing all constituents and
visitors with first class service. In accordance with Title II of the Americans
with Disabilities Act, the city does not discriminate against qualified
individuals with disabilities in any of its programs, services or activities.
The Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities (MCPD) was formally
established by City Council to provide a forum for the disability community
to express interest and opinions on city programs and services. It seeks to
bring positive visibility to people with disabilities.
MCPD provides technical assistance to the Mayor and his administration on
disability-related matters. In addition, MCPD staff members help callers to
resolve problems by referring them to local programs and services. MCPD, in
partnership with all other city departments, ensures the City’s compliance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Fair Housing Act and other laws
governing the City’s relationship with people with disabilities. The
Commission strives to make sure that Philadelphia’s citizens with disabilities
are afforded the same rights as all citizens by coordinating disability
accommodation requests. MCPD is routinely consulted by the Office of
Special Events to provide guidance in ensuring the event sites are accessible
for those with disabilities.
Each June, MCPD and the Office of Special Events partner to organize the
Disability Pride Parade and Celebration. The celebration kicks off with the
annual Disability Pride Flag Raising Ceremony at City Hall and ends with a
parade and festival. The parade portion of the event takes place on Market
Street from 6th Street to City Hall Courtyard, where the festival features
resource tables and musical performances.
As a multicultural city with constituents and visitors from all over the world,
Philadelphia has contracted with Language Line Solutions, a telephonic
interpretation service, ensuring that all people are able to communicate
various needs or wants to City officials. This service is coordinated through
the Office of Immigrant Affairs.
The City of Philadelphia is currently partnering with Milligan and Co. to
evaluate participation with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA). Each department is required to complete a mandatory ADA training
program to learn more about the project and the requirements of City
offices under Title II of the ADA.
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EVENT COOPERATIVES &
SPORT COMMISIONS
Local Event Cooperatives
Formal event cooperatives in the Philadelphia region include the Greater
Philadelphia Chapter of the International Special Events Society (ISES), the
Philadelphia Area Chapter of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) and
the Greater Philadelphia Chapter of the Professional Convention
Management Association (PCMA).
Outside of these formal organizations, event organizers in the city and
region have formulated positive working relationships and regularly work
together with the Office of Special Events on the planning and production of
large scale events and festivals.
Local Sports Commissions Philadelphia Sports Congress (PHLSports)
The mission of the PHLSports is to attract and pursue bids for major sporting
events and conventions on behalf of the City of Philadelphia. As one of the
first sports commissions in the country, the PHLSports has the necessary
experience and resources to assist in the planning and execution of sporting
events, meetings and conventions. PHLSports routinely works with event
sponsors and organizers to host site visits, acts as a hotel liaison and aids in
venue selection, event marketing and vendor selection.
PHLSports has positioned Philadelphia to be one of the host cities for the
upcoming North America World Cup 2026 games. PHLSports also produces
the annual Army v. Navy NCAA football game and plays an integral role in
bringing many major sporting events to Philadelphia, including:
ESPN X Games
NBA All-Star Weekend
NCAA Women's Final Four
Major League Baseball All-Star Weekend
U.S. Gymnastics Championships
U.S. Figure Skating Championships
World Dragon Boat Racing Championships
NCAA Men's Lacrosse Championships
NCAA Men's Basketball East Regional
CONCACAF Gold Cup Final
U.S. Curling Championships
2017 NFL Draft

75

76

MEDIA SUPPORT
According to the Neilson Company, the Philadelphia metropolitan region is
the 4th largest media market in the country, with more than 2.9 million
television homes accounting for 2.5% of the total United States television
market. Local media outlets are active in the regional special events
community and regularly partner with event producers in a variety of ways.
In addition to promotion and marketing support, media partners co-sponsor
a number of events in Philadelphia including the 6ABC Dunkin Donuts
Thanksgiving Day Parade. Local media outlets include:
● 17 local television stations, including Channel 3 CBS, Channel 6 ABC,
Channel 10 NBC and Channel 29 Fox.
● Approximately 37 local AM/FM radio stations, including KYW 1060,
WNTP 990 and WHYY 90.1.
● Approximately 24 local newspapers, magazines and periodicals
including the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Philadelphia Tribune and the
Philadelphia Daily News.
The City of Philadelphia is strategically partnered with a number of media
outlets to rapidly disseminate information relating to special events. Local
media plays an essential role in communication to constituents and eventgoers, relaying information such as event-related road closures, traffic
alerts and mass transit system updates across multiple platforms. The City
of Philadelphia relies on local media partners to act as a conduit for
emergency communications and press releases from our public safety
officials and the Mayor’s Office.
A number of events, including the Thanksgiving Day Parade, St. Patrick’s
Day Parade, Puerto Rican Day Parade, Pulaski Day Parade and the Mummer’s
Parade are televised live on local networks. The Wawa Welcome America
Concert is televised in Spanish and English locally on NBC10/Telemundo, as
well as live streamed for national viewing. The Made in America Music
Festival is live-streamed online to fans around the world via the event’s
website and other subsidiaries.

Philadelphia is ranked 9th in the country for largest radio
listening population!
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EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT
The City of Philadelphia has the highest density of colleges and universities
in the United States, with almost 100 institutions of higher learning in the
immediate metropolitan area. Among these universities and colleges are
several world-renowned institutions including the University of
Pennsylvania, Temple University, Drexel University, Saint Joseph’s
University and LaSalle University.
These institutions regularly contribute services, volunteers, venues and
financial backing to Philadelphia’s event community while producing and
participating in top tier events themselves. These events include:
-

Penn Relays (University of Pennsylvania)
Ride to Conquer Cancer (University of Pennsylvania)
University City 5K (Drexel University)
Legs Against Arms 5K (Drexel University)
LaSalle University Community Health Fairs
Collegiate Regattas (Dad Vail Regatta)

All of the institutions listed above also compete in a variety of Division 1
NCAA sports and are regular participants in the NCAA Basketball Tournament
each March. Temple University is home to the Liacouras Center, a first-class
10,000 seat arena that is utilized for a variety of collegiate and professional
sporting events, concerts and expositions. In recent years, the Temple
University Football Program has undergone a renaissance of sorts, reaching a
top 25 national ranking on several occasions and playing in numerous
significant bowl games. As such, Temple University has released plans for a
new multipurpose stadium to be built on campus and is currently going
through a feedback stage in the planning process. Should the plans move
forward, the construction on the new stadium would begin in late
2018/early 2019 and would take 20-24 months to complete.
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INCENTIVES & DISCOUNTS
The stated functions of the Office of Special Events and the Office of the
City Representative include negotiation with public and private stakeholders
to bring marquee events to the City of Philadelphia. The Philadelphia event
community is fortunate to have a productive collaborative relationship with
the local business community and a number of local venues. Businesses and
venue managers understand that festivals and events have the propensity to
draw visitors to the community and local hospitality establishments, and are
usually highly supportive of these types of endeavors.
The Pennsylvania Convention Center has agreements in place with a number
of Center City hotels for special incentives and discounts on room rates,
restaurants, and tickets. Local hotels regularly offer packages and discounts
to visitors of events and festivals, including the Made in America Music
Festival, the Wawa Welcome America Festival and Philadelphia Auto and
Flower Shows. The “Visit Philadelphia Overnight Hotel Package” offers
consecutive nights at a participating hotel, free parking, and complimentary
all-day passes for the PHLASH bus, a tour bus that provides visitors and
residents with expedited transportation to many of Philadelphia’s top
cultural and recreational attractions. SEPTA also provides discounts to any
of the local museums or attractions, with the purchase of any of their
passes.
At the neighborhood level, the Philadelphia Department of Parks and
Recreation offers discounted site usage rates at all parks and recreation
centers under their jurisdiction for events that are sponsored by and/or
benefit community residents and businesses. This program serves to
encourage community building events such as health and resource fairs,
concerts and farmer’s markets.
City Hall is one of Philadelphia’s most iconic venues, and both the Courtyard
and North Apron of the building are made available for special events of all
types. Non-profit organizations are given a 75% discount of the daily site
usage fee for these venues and are provided with City services free of
charge provided the event takes place during normal business hours.
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LOCAL SUPPLIERS
Philadelphia and the surrounding region has the support of a vast number of
private special event industry suppliers. Many of these vendors have
cultivated positive working relationships with the City departments that are
responsible for permit issuance and event operations. The Department of
Licenses & Inspections and the Health Department’s Office of Food
Protection work with food vendors on a regular basis to ensure compliance.
Local portable restrooms vendors, staging companies, fencing providers,
cellular companies, and many more are involved in Philadelphia’s annual
events as well as new events on the calendar. This familiarity greatly aids
coordination during planning and execution of events, effectively
streamlining logistics and planning processes for event organizers, which is a
great benefit to all stakeholders in the industry.
In the spirit of facilitating partnerships and furthering the proliferation of
festivals and events, the City of Philadelphia’s Office of Special Events
publishes a list of frequently used, high-performing vendors of event
equipment and services for use by event organizers and members of the
community. The Office of Special Events, in addition to facilitating City
public safety services for festivals and events, also coordinates rental of
City-owned special event equipment. The City of Philadelphia owns six
platform stages of varying sizes, two mobile stages, concert-grade sound
equipment and over 7,000 pieces of metal barricade. The City is also able to
provide trash, recycling and compost receptacles through the Streets
Department. This equipment is made available to event organizers and
constituents at a price that is competitive with the private sector.
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INDUSTRY INVOLVEMENT
All of the sponsors, departments, agencies, universities, bureaus and
cooperatives mentioned in the preceding sections are heavily involved in the
local and regional event, tourism and hospitality industries. A city or region
would be hard pressed to develop such a flourishing business community in
these sectors without a willing and competent support infrastructure
comprised of property owners, educational institutions, patrons and
sponsors. Philadelphia is a favorable destination for events and festivals,
having developed this crucial infrastructure over decades of successful
event execution, and the local and regional event industry is thriving as a
result.
The Philadelphia Federal Credit Union sponsors the Kensington Kinetic
Sculpture Derby and Arts Festival which has been running for 12 consecutive
years and continues to grow. Independence Blue Cross is a proud sponsor of
the Broad Street Run, one of Philadelphia’s moist iconic and successful road
races. Wawa, Inc. sponsors the Welcome America Festival, which features
more than twenty free, family-friendly events across a multitude of genres
and venues. Temple University’s School of Tourism and Hospitality
Management offers a professional certification program in event
management. The Greater Philadelphia Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
ensures that the Pennsylvania Convention Center is booked with exciting
meetings and conferences throughout the year, and local event service and
equipment providers keep event producers and meeting planners supplied
with the essential tools of the trade.
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COMMUNITY BRANDING
The City of Philadelphia has built a positive reputation in the international
event community by repeatedly executing special events safely and
efficiently. The Philadelphia Police and Fire Departments, along with the
Office of Emergency Management are experts in the coordination and
deployment of public safety personnel and equipment, supporting a
multitude of special events while mitigating negative impact to the general
public. The Health Department’s Office of Food Protection conducts onsite
food service inspections to eliminate the threat of food-borne illnesses at
events. The Streets Department deploys street sweepers, compactors and
laborers to certify that venues are cleaned prior to the arrival of eventgoers and returned to pristine condition after the conclusion of festivities.
The Office of Special Events works to ensure that all City services are
delivered on time and on budget.
These efforts are made to further Philadelphia’s brand as a first-rate event
city. City administrators and elected officials understand that special
events, and the industries that they support, are vital to the economic and
cultural growth of the Philadelphia metropolitan area. An established record
of successful event execution builds upon the positive image of Philadelphia
and makes the Philadelphia region an attractive destination for event
planners, businesses and visitors. Branding efforts have paid great dividends
in recent years. In 2015, Philadelphia became the first North American city
to host the World Meeting of Families Conference. In 2016, Philadelphia
hosted the Democratic National Convention and, in April of 2017, the NFL
Draft.

VisitPhilly publishes seasonal articles promoting upcoming
events and festivals. Check it out HERE.
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PROMOTING TOURISM
The City of Philadelphia, with its background as the birthplace of America
and home to innumerable historical and cultural attractions, boasts a robust
tourism and hospitality industry. According to Visit Philadelphia, the
region’s hospitality and tourism industry now supports approximately 98,300
jobs annually and generates nearly $11.5 billion in economic activity each
year. This puts Philadelphia in an enviable position as a major U.S. city
with the necessary infrastructure and experience to easily accommodate all
manner of festivals and events, and this capacity continues to expand each
year.
Events and festivals, by their very nature, serve to drive tourism to the City
of Philadelphia and the surrounding region. Visit Philadelphia, PHLCVB, the
Office of City Representative and the Office of Special Events consistently
feature events and festivals on their regular promotional materials including
newsletters, shared calendars and social media. Major special events, such
as the Philadelphia Flower Show, Philadelphia Auto Show, Welcome America
Festival, Made in America Festival and others are promoted through these
organizations as well as regional and national television and radio outlets.
Hotels and restaurants routinely offer promotional packages and discounts
in conjunction with major special events to encourage visitors to stay, dine
and experience all that Philadelphia has to offer.
A great example of a major event adding value in terms of tourism is the
2017 NFL Draft. According to a study commissioned by the Greater
Philadelphia Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, the 2017 NFL Draft attracted
attendees from 42 different states. Approximately 93 percent of visitors
cited the NFL Draft as their primary reason for visiting Philadelphia during
this timeframe. Of those surveyed, 79 percent would recommend
Philadelphia as a travel destination and 62 percent stated that they intend
to return to Philadelphia for a vacation within the next 12 months. This
data is proof that large-scale events and festivals, if managed correctly, not
only generate an immediate economic impact, but can serve as tourism
drivers for years to come.
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CONVENTION MARKETING
The Greater Philadelphia Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (PHLCVB), the
primary marketing agency for the Pennsylvania Convention Center, works
closely with the Office of Special Events to provide customers with
pertinent information relating to events and festivals taking place in
Philadelphia and the surrounding counties. It is vital that convention and
meeting planners be informed of major events and any potential impact to
traffic and mass transit in the Center City area and beyond, and a defined
communications network ensures that potential conflicts are identified and
mitigated.
Major events and festivals are often used as an incentive to draw
conventions and meetings to Philadelphia, especially if the event relates to
the purpose or demographic of the convention. PHLCVB includes a schedule
of major events on their website that is regularly updated to provide visitors
with a wide variety of entertainment options outside of restaurants, tours
and other conventional leisure activities. Convention and meeting organizers
have also begun adding their own special events to conference agendas,
producing 5K fun runs, festivals and concerts for their attendees and the
citizens of Philadelphia. These events are encouraged because they serve
to add nuance and unique offerings to what is already a diverse event
landscape in Philadelphia.
In March of 2018, the City of Philadelphia hosted the National Association of
Student Professional Administrators’ (NASPA) Conference at the
Pennsylvania Convention Center. The conference drew approximately 7,000
students, administrators, and educators to the city over the course of five
days, and is the largest event of its kind. NASPA wished to hold a
demonstration, including a public march and outdoor rally, in connection
with their convention to raise awareness to the challenges faced by minority
students and educators. The Office of Special Events, working with the
PHLCVB, assisted with the planning of a march route and rally location in
close proximity to the Pennsylvania Convention Center and facilitated the
necessary coverage to ensure that NASPA was able to successfully execute
this crucial component of the convention safely and effectively.
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CORPORATE RECRUITING
The Philadelphia Commerce Department works with the Greater
Philadelphia Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, Select Philadelphia and the
International Visitor’s Council of Philadelphia to coordinate the city’s
economic development strategy. Corporate recruitment efforts include the
highlighting of Philadelphia’s creative economy and burgeoning hospitality
industry. Philadelphia boasts one of the fastest growing creative sectors in
the United States and is home to the Design Philadelphia Festival, the
largest annual design festival in the country.
Corporations and businesses also use Philadelphia’s event landscape as a
recruitment tool for individual employees. The Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia, one of the most prestigious pediatric care facilities in the
world, refers to Philadelphia in its promotional material as a “modern ‘big
city’ with old world charm”, and highlights many facets of the local event
community including Philadelphia’s professional sports teams, theatres,
museums, concerts, festivals and historical tours. Construction of the
Comcast Innovation and Technology Center, a 59-story skyscraper and the
tallest building in the United States outside of New York or Chicago, is
complete and promises to bring thousands of new jobs to Philadelphia in
the coming months.
The City of Philadelphia, along with just about every other major city in the
country, submitted a bid to Amazon to host their new headquarters, HQ2.
Amazon’s HQ2 stands to generate a tremendous return for the host city,
including $5 billion in investments and 50,000 jobs. Many of the selling
points included in the bid translate well to what makes Philadelphia a great
festival and event city. Philadelphia has the fastest-growing millennial
population share among the largest U.S. cities, the second shortest
commute times of any city on the East Coast, and is ranked among the top
five in the country for walkability and bikeability. Philadelphia has also
been ranked highest among U.S. cities for the amenities most desirable to
millennials, a generation known for embracing diversity and
multiculturalism.
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RELOCATION INFOMATION
The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia offers a relocation
package and resource guide to each of its member organizations. This guide
contains information on cost of living, taxes, housing, communities,
transportation, leisure activities, open space, sports, arts and culture,
education, health services, senior living, the regional economy and more.
Member businesses and organizations are encouraged to distribute this
material to potential clients and employees to show all the economic and
cultural benefits that Philadelphia offers. A published copy of the Greater
Philadelphia Relocation & Resource Guide is available for purchase through
the Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia website. The guide also
includes a two-sided color map and legend that comes neatly folded for
easy reference. The map covers Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, Delaware and
Montgomery counties in Pennsylvania; Burlington, Camden, Gloucester,
Mercer, and Salem counties in New Jersey; and New Castle County in
Delaware. The map also contains a detailed Center City inset, reflecting the
“heart” of downtown Philadelphia.

91

FAMILIARZATION TOURS
The City of Philadelphia, PHLCVB and Visit Philadelphia showcase events and
festivals on familiarization tours on an as needed basis. In some instances,
event producers, convention planners and government officials from other
jurisdictions are permitted to accompany City personnel onsite at special
events in to identify potential venues, troubleshoot potential hazards and
observe municipal response.
City officials regularly collaborate with event managers and public safety
agencies from across the country. The Office of Emergency Management
and the Office of Special Events regularly host representatives from various
marquee events and festivals. These experiences allow Philadelphia’s
special event task force members to gain valuable insight into the planning
procedures and operational concerns of similar events in different parts of
the country and lead to the establishment of industry best-practices relating
to municipal special event management and response.
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OUT OF MARKET MEDIA
COVERAGE
The City of Philadelphia encourages and assists with the facilitation of outof-market media coverage for local events and festivals. The Mayor’s Press
Office, in conjunction with the Office of the City Representative, the Office
of Emergency Management and the Office of Special Events, regularly issues
press releases advertising major special events. Examples of this include the
Wawa Welcome America Festival, the Philadelphia Marathon weekend, and
the Made in America Music Festival.
The City of Philadelphia has been fortunate to receive positive national
media attention for numerous events. The Wawa Welcome America 4th of
July Convert has featured internationally recognized artists such as Jill
Scott, The Goo Goo Dolls, Mary J. Blige, Jennifer Hudson, J. Cole, John
Mayer, Ed Sheeran, Nicki Minaj, Miguel, John Legend, the Roots, and Pitbull.
The 2018 Wawa Welcome America Concert was televised regionally via
NBC10 and Telemundo and live-streamed via multiple web outlets.
The 2016 Democratic National Convention made numerous national and
international headlines, as it was covered by every major news media outlet
in the world and televised or live-streamed in more than 80 countries.
The 2017 NFL Draft was televised on ESPN and the NFL Network. Both
stations posted the second-highest television ratings for the event in its
history. The first round of the 2017 NFL Draft was the most watched cable
program during its time slot, earning a household rating of 4.0, translating
to an average of 6.7 million viewers.
Philadelphia is fortunate enough to regularly host the annual Army-Navy
Collegiate Football Game, and did so in 2017. The game is hugely popular
not only for the contest itself, but for the tradition and pageantry. It is
broadcast nationally on the CBS network. In 2017, the game earned its
highest television ratings in 23 years, averaging a 5.9 rating, a 5% increase
from 2016. Philadelphia will host the Army-Navy Game again in 2018, 2019,
2020 and 2022.
International recognition for Philadelphia has reached unprecedented
heights in recent years. Philadelphia was named a “World Festival & Event
City” by the International Festival and Events Association in 2014, 2015,
2016 and 2017. In 2015, Philadelphia earned distinction as the first and only
city in the United States to be named a World Heritage City. U.S. News &
World Report ranked Philadelphia as the second best place to visit in 2017.
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ENHANCING EXPOSURE TO
THE ARTS
Philadelphia has a rich tradition in the creative and performing arts. The
Philadelphia Museum of Art and the Barnes Museum house two of the most
famous, fine art collections in the United States. The Avenue of the Arts, a
stretch of South Broad Street between Chestnut and Pine Streets, is home to
a number of theatres that regularly showcase the performing arts, including
the Merriam Theatre, built in 1918, and the 2,500 seat Verizon Hall in the
Kimmel Center for Performing Arts.
The Office of Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy (OACCE) was created
in 2008 to support and promote arts, culture and the creative industries;
and to develop partnerships and coordinate efforts that weave arts, culture
and creativity into the economic and social fabric of the City. Since its
inception, the OACCE has organized several events to highlight
Philadelphia’s diverse art scene, organizing weekly lunchtime cultural
performances in the City Hall courtyard and flag-raising ceremonies for
every country represented in the City of Philadelphia.
The Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts, held bi-annually in April,
is a month-long celebration of the arts in Philadelphia. The institutions
named above and many more offer special programming and discounted
admission prices during the run of the festival. This event culminates with a
one-of-a-kind street fair featuring unique public art displays, street
performers in varied genres, and culinary samplings from Philadelphia’s
finest restaurants. One of the most popular events in the city, the
Philadelphia Festival of the Arts Street Fair has drawn as many as 200,000
people to South Broad Street. Other festivals showcasing the arts in
Philadelphia include the Philly Fringe Festival, the Manayunk Arts Festival
and the Rittenhouse Square Fine Arts Show.
Philadelphia’s Mural Arts Program, for the last 30 years, has united artists
and communities through a collaborative process, rooted in the traditions of
mural-making, to create art that transforms public spaces and individual
lives. Mural Arts engages communities in 50–100 public art projects each
year, and maintains its growing collection through a restoration initiative.
Core Mural Arts programs such as Art Education, Restorative Justice, and
Porch Light yield unique, project-based learning opportunities for thousands
of youth and adults. Each year, 12,000 residents and visitors tour Mural
Arts’ outdoor art gallery, which has become part of the city’s civic
landscape and a source of pride and inspiration, earning Philadelphia
international recognition as the “City of Murals.”
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CREATING HIGHLY VISIBLE
CAMPAIGNS
Events and festivals are useful in the crafting of positive public relations
campaigns for City agencies and venues. The successful execution of
large-scale special events is contingent upon the quality of City services and
equipment rendered in connected with the event. Every event that is
planned, produced and cleared with little to no negative impact to
residents, businesses and municipal infrastructure shines a positive light on
the City departments and agencies involved.
Special events offer the Philadelphia Police Department and Fire
Department opportunities to deploy and showcase new equipment including
public safety vehicles, mobile command centers, lighting towers, public
safety beacons and aerial surveillance equipment. The Philadelphia Police
and Fire Department regularly participate in special events by staffing
recruitment tables and providing interactive displays and equipment for
residents, visitors and especially young people interested in a career in
either of the departments. Other City departments and agencies that often
promote services and opportunities at special events include the
Philadelphia Water Department, Commerce Department, Mural Arts
Program, Homeless Outreach Services and the Department of Behavioral
Health and Intellectual Disability Services (DBHIDS).
Festivals and events also serve to highlight the venues in which they take
place. Major concerts and festivals on Benjamin Franklin Parkway frame the
Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Barnes Museum, the Rodin Museum and the
Franklin Institute in iconic photographs and videos. The sports stadium complex in South Philadelphia receives year-round media coverage due to the
seven major professional sports teams that call these facilities home and
accommodates many major runs, walks and concerts throughout the year.
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ENCOURAGING COMMUNITY
BONDING
In 2017, the Office of Special Events processed more than 950 applications
for local community festivals and parades, and numbers are projected to
increase in calendar year 2018. Philadelphia is a city of neighborhoods, and
nearly every neighborhood has its own marquee event. The famous Italian
Market in South Philadelphia platys host to the annual South 9th Street
Italian Market Festival. Over the course of two days, more than 25,000
people experience the sights, sounds and cuisine of one of the oldest and
largest open-air markets in the country.
Northern Liberties hosts the North 2nd Street Festival, drawing more than
12,000 people into the neighborhood each year. Fishtown, a popular area of
the city for millennials and young professionals, is home to the Shad
Festival, Kinetic Sculpture Derby and Arts Festival, and the RiverCity Music
Festival, all of which are highly attended and extremely popular amongst
locals and visitors alike.
The Food Trust organizes night markets in various communities throughout
the city that draw tens of thousands to sample local cuisine and
merchandise, focusing on the Burholme community in Northeast
Philadelphia in early 2018. The Food Trust has big plans for the rest of the
year, with Night Markets planned for the Gayborhood section of
Philadelphia in early summer, followed by the up-and-coming Kensington
and Point Breeze neighborhoods later in the summer and fall.
As an ethnically diverse city, Philadelphia plays host to a large number of
cultural events, including the annual Puerto Rican Day Parade, LGBT Pride
Parade, St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Greek Independence Day Parade, Odunde
Festival, Juneteeth Parade, and the Pulaski Day Parade. Many of these
events receive in-kind contributions from the City in the form of special
event support services and equipment, as well as marketing and
promotional support.
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DEVELOPING UNDERUSED
VENUES
The City of Philadelphia is committed to developing and revitalizing
underused venues and commercial corridors in local communities.
Community organizations and neighborhood business associations are
encouraged to propose and execute events and festivals that can bring
visitors to their commercial districts and residential areas. In support of this
initiative, the Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation offers local
businesses, community organizations and improvement districts discounted
permit and site usage fees for the use of neighborhood parks and recreation
centers.
The Office of Special Events has the ability to waive fees, within defined
parameters, for the use of City equipment and services in connection with
community-based events and festivals. Philadelphia City Council members
provide resources and work closely with community organizers to produce a
variety of events for residents in under-served neighborhoods.
In 2016, Philadelphia hosted its inaugural “open streets” event, Philly Free
Streets, on South Street from river to river and on MLK Drive into Fairmount
Park. This event closed more than seven consecutive miles of roadways in
Philadelphia to vehicular traffic, giving the streets back to pedestrians and
cyclists. Philly Free Streets is intended to encourage physical and
commercial activity while connecting communities of varying demographics,
providing Philadelphians with a unique opportunity to explore new areas of
the city outside of their individual neighborhoods. The inaugural event
drew approximately 40,000 participants, and exit surveys showed that 42 of
the 47 Philadelphia zip codes were represented.
In 2017, Philly Free Streets united the Old City Historic District in Center
City with the Fairhill neighborhood, a working-class community with a large
Hispanic population. The 2017 event was incredibly successful in promoting
local small businesses in the Fairhill neighborhood to those who might
otherwise never have reason to travel there. All told, 2017 Philly Free
Streets drew more than 45,000 people, and plans are in the works for a new
route later in 2018 that will connect yet another outlying neighborhood to
Center City.
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CREATING LASTING LEGACIES
Special events have a unique ability to bring lasting changes to the venues
and people they impact. Philadelphia’s park system, especially areas along
the famous Benjamin Franklin Parkway, has received consistent
infrastructure upgrades over the years. These upgrades include new
irrigation systems to maintain and revive adjacent lawns and parks, new
pipes and fixtures to facilitate access to potable water for footprint setup
and event goers, and substantial connectivity improvements in the form of
underground fiber runs and permanent, high-speed cellular coverage.
Visitors return to the Pennsylvania Convention Center year after year to
experience the Philadelphia Flower Show, the Philadelphia Auto Show, and
dozens of other expositions, conventions and conferences. These events
create lasting, positive impressions of Philadelphia for millions of people,
and have served to increase the popularity and status of the Pennsylvania
Convention Center, attracting more businesses and visitors to the city.
The traditions and images created and shaped by festivals and events have
driven millions of visitors to Philadelphia’s iconic venues over the years. The
Philadelphia Museum of Art, located at the west end of the Benjamin
Franklin Parkway, frames many of the city’s major events including the
Welcome America 4th of July Jam and Fireworks, the Made in America Music
Festival and the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. Iconic images related
to events and festivals, and the subsequent promotional benefits, are a big
part of why more than 750,000 people visit the Philadelphia Museum of Art
each year.
Recognition and notoriety in the event industry for the City of Philadelphia
continues to grow at an exponential rate. In 2015, Philadelphia hosted Pope
Francis and the World Meeting of Families Congress, an event which drew
upwards of one million people to the City. In 2016, the Democratic National
Convention brought the eyes of the nation to Philadelphia along with more
than 50,000 delegates and support staff. In 2017, the NFL choose
Philadelphia to host the NFL Draft, transforming the Benjamin Franklin
Parkway into a free, immersive football experience that drew 250,000
attendees and earned the second-highest television ratings for ESPN and the
NFL Network in the events history. The Philadelphia Eagles’ Super Bowl LII
victory in February 2018, and the ensuing celebration, brought the eyes of
football fans from around the country to Philadelphia, and more than one
million people to the parade itself on Broad Street and Benjamin Franklin
Parkway.
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FARM FOR THE CITY
For many years, Philadelphia has been home to some of the country’s most
creative and unique events, and 2018 is no exception. The Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society, in partnership with the City of Philadelphia and the
Pew Center for Arts & Heritage, has transformed a large City plaza into a
functioning farm. This activation was completed in June of 2018, and will
remain in place until through September.
“Farm for the City” takes the idea of a community garden to a new level,
turning Thomas Paine Plaza, located directly across the street from City
Hall, into an urban oasis. Planting beds of various shapes and sizes
containing crops such as chard, onion, collard greens, carrots, fennel, eggplant and nearly a dozen herbs offer not only a picturesque gathering place
for pedestrians and urban travelers, but a real food source for citizens
suffering from food insecurity.
Each day, volunteers tend and harvest the crops, which are then delivered
to the Broad Street Ministry’s Hospitality Collaborative. It is expected that
approximately 1,000 pounds of fruit and vegetables will be donated during
the run of the program, helping to ensure that Philadelphia’s homeless
population and those that are food insecure have a source of fresh produce
through the fall of 2018.
A crucial component of “Farm for the City” is education. Representatives
from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and others host regular events
in the space including hands-on workshops, discussions, demonstrations, and
family-friendly entertainment. Visitors are encouraged to engage with hosts
so that they can learn how to grow these crops in the own homes, and in
larger community gardens.

In Philadelphia, it is estimated that 1 in 5 residents lack
enough food to live healthy, active lifestyles
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PARKWAY STUDY
The Benjamin Franklin Parkway is one of Philadelphia’s most iconic spaces,
and it has become a coveted location for events of all sizes. In the last
several years, in addition to annual races, concerts, walks and parades, the
Parkway hosted multiple large-scale events, including the Made in America
Festival since 2014, the 2015 World Meeting of Families and Papal Visit, and
the 2017 NFL Draft. These types of events shine a welcome spotlight on the
Parkway Museums District, and they also have significant implications for
City services, residents, cultural institutions, businesses, and park assets in
the vicinity.
In an effort to develop a recommended framework within which the City
could advance long-term planning for maximizing the value of major events
for the City, while minimizing adverse impacts on adjacent areas,
institutions, businesses and residents, the City of Philadelphia and the
Parkway Council commissioned a study titled, “Developing a Strategy for
Appropriate Uses of the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.” A consulting team,
the Cultural Planning Group (CPG), was selected to conduct the study from
June 2017 through March 2018.
This study was informed by both primary and secondary research. Primary
research focused on engagement of community and institutional
stakeholders, municipal and civic leadership and residents in and around the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway. The consultant group led individuals and small
group interviews, focus groups and a survey administered to Parkway
residents, stakeholder group discussions, and an intercept survey conducted
among visitors to the Parkway between September 3, 2017, and November
24, 2017. Secondary research focused on reviewing documents, literature
and contemporary best practices in special event planning.
The final report is available publicly here:
Parkway Study - Final Report
The report includes key findings and provides recommendations for
development of shared vision for utilization of the space. Perhaps the most
interesting outcome of the study was the development of a “scorecard” to
help determine which special events are suitable for the Benjamin Franklin
Parkway, and which might be better suited to another venue.
104

105

EVENT VENUE DEVELOPMENT
Love Park Renovation
On May 30th, 2018, Philadelphia’s iconic Love Park was officially reopened
after two-year, multi-million dollar renovation project. The park features
a new fountain, expanded green space and more usable surface area for
events and festivals of all types. Saint-Gobain, a multinational building
material conglomerate, has pledged more than $700,000 to the
redevelopment of the Love Park Visitor’s Center. When complete, the
Visitor’s Center will include a restaurant and interior seating for 50-55
patrons. Love Park is set to host numerous events throughout the summer
of 2018, including a fundraising gala, weekly line dancing and food truck
festivals.

Reading Viaduct Rail Park
The Reading Railroad Viaduct, originally constructed in the 1890’s, once was
responsible for the transportation of passengers and freight in and out of
Center City Philadelphia. The lines have remained unused since 1984, and
now, the space is being transformed into an urban oasis. A $9 million dollar
project is underway to construct a three-mile-long elevated park. On June
14th, 2018, the first two-block section of the new Reading Viaduct Rail Park
was unveiled at 13th & Noble Streets. Similar to New York City’s High Line
Park, Reading Viaduct Rail Park will connect Philadelphia’s neighborhoods in
an innovative way, while providing more usable space for gatherings and
events.

Philadelphia Metropolitan Opera House
The Philadelphia Metropolitan Opera House, located at 858 N. Broad Street,
is undergoing a $56 million restoration to return the 39,200 square foot
venue to its former glory. The theatre was originally built in 1908. With
seating for approximately 4,000 people, it was one of the largest theatres of
its kind in the world at that time. The new Philadelphia Metropolitan Opera
House is set open in December of 2018, and will be managed as a concert
venue by Live Nation. This project is crucial to the continued development
of the North Broad Street Corridor, a section of the City that has been
under-served and under-utilized for decades.
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City of Philadelphia Special Events Policy
WHEREAS, The City of Philadelphia hosts hundreds of festivals, commercial block parties, and other special events each year; and
WHEREAS, City government provides labor, supplies, and equipment to many of these special events; and
WHEREAS, The City has created a Special Events Review Committee and a standardized procedure to oversee special events planning and staging, including the provision of City labor, supplies, and equipment therefor;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Edward G. Rendell, by the power vested in me as Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, do hereby order as follows:
ARTICLE I: OVERVIEW
SECTION 1. "Special Event" Defined.
"Special events" means a preplanned event or series of events of less than a week's duration, sponsored by a public or private person or entity,
which is:
(a) located wholly or partially on property owned or maintained by the City; or
(b) located on any other property and requires for its successful execution, the provision and coordination of municipal services to a degree significantly over and above that which the City routinely provides.
SECTION 2. General Policy.
City buildings, parks and all other City-owned or controlled real estate which have been constructed or maintained for the benefit of the public
shall be for the use of the public in general. To that end, no person or entity (including City agencies) shall be given any special or exclusive
privilege to use any public property under the control of the City without first obtaining a permit pursuant to this section. Additionally, the
Committee shall ensure that proper coordination occurs among necessary City departments to facilitate the use of City streets for special event
activities including parades, street festivals, foot races, bike-a-thons, and all other events requiring closure of a right-of-way.
Article II: CITY PERSONNEL
SECTION 1. Special Events Review Committee.
(a) There is hereby established a Special Events Review Committee (the Committee), to be made up of the following members:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Deputy City Representative For Special Events (co-chair);
Managing Director or designee (co-chair);
Commissioner of Public Property or designee;
Director of Office of Risk Management;
City Solicitor or designee; and
Executive Director of Fairmount Park Commission.

(b) The Committee shall have the following powers and duties:
(1) Review all applications for permits governing special events occurring within the corporate boundaries of the City (including areas administered by the Fairmount Park Commission), and requests for attendant City support services;
(2) Provide executive oversight of the management of any special account or fund established for management of or support for special events;
(3) Prior to and during every special event, coordinate the permitting processes of all City departments providing services to the special event;
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(4) In conjunction with the Special Events Task Force, provide technical assistance and information to special event sponsors;
(5) Recommend appropriate risk management measures to protect the City during each special event;
(6) Administer all special event concession agreements and all special event permits pursuant to this ordinance, except those expressly reserved
to other City departments or agencies;
(7) Forward all approved requests for City services to the Managing Director at least thirty (30) days prior to the start of the special event, to
allow proper scheduling of employees;
(8) Have the authority to determine and require event promoters to provide essential services, including but not limited to adequate onsite
safety and traffic control, fire protection, first aid services, sanitation and cleanup; and
(9) Set the rates, fees, and other charges to special event sponsors for rent and City services provided in connection with special events.
SECTION 2. Deputy City Representative for Special Events.
(a) The Deputy City Representative for Special Events ('City Representative') shall represent the City Representative and Director of Commerce
at all meetings of the Committee.
(b) The City Representative shall maintain all administrative and financial records relating to special events, including but not limited to the
following:
(1) Correspondence with permit applicants and event sponsors, including notifications concerning permit requirements, regulations affecting
special events, and application deadlines; and
(2) Intra-department correspondence and memoranda concerning the establishment of fees for City services provided to special event sponsor.
(c) The City Representative shall be the primary City contact person for special event permit applicants and event sponsors.
SECTION 3. Managing Director.
(a) The Managing Director or designee (managing Directory shall represent the Managing Director's Office at all meetings of the Committee.
(b) The Managing Director shall coordinate all requests for support services for all special events approved by the Committee, including but not
limited to the following tasks:
(1) Preparation of requests for City services;
(2) Determination of estimated costs to each City operating department;
(3) Confirmation that applications for all necessary City permits have been submitted and evaluated on a timely basis; and
(4) Coordination of all support services from City operating departments, both before the special event and on-site.
(c) The Managing Director shall convene representatives of City operating departments as the Special Events Task Force, in order to evaluate
City support service requests and coordinate the provision of City resources and support services for approved special events, and shall chair
such Task Force.
(d) The Managing Director shall evaluate the proposed location of the special event, and the projected program for the event, and notify the
event sponsor of any changes in location and/or program determined by the Committee to be necessary to make the event safe in conformity
with City regulations.
(e) If the special event is expected to attract ten thousand (10,000) or more participants or attendees, ensure compliance by the sponsor with
the requirements of the Pennsylvania Department of Health Act 45, Title 28, pertaining to Emergency Medical Services ('EMS') for Special Events,
including either:
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(1) The use of City Fire Department personnel and equipment (at sponsor' 8 cost); or for the event.
(2) Timely submission of a City Special Event EMS Plan
(f) The Managing Director shall monitor the staging of all special events, including but not limited to the following:
(1) Enforcement of all health, safety, vendor, licensing, and other regulations associated with any special event;
(2) Proper administration of all special event concession agreements and licenses, and all special event permits;
(3) Need for implementation of emergency management procedures; and
(4) Adequate provision of on-site emergency medical services.
(g) The Managing Director shall monitor all costs to the City associated with the planning and staging of special events, including scheduled overtime of City employees, to ensure that City departments do not exceed fiscal year overtime projections.
SECTION 4. Commissioner of Public Property or Designee.
(a) The Commissioner of Public Property or designee ('Public Property') shall represent the Department of Public Property at all meetings of the
Committee.
(b) Public Property shall evaluate all requests for services requiring Department personnel, and rental requests for City property and equipment,
and determine the cost to be charged to a sponsor for provision of such services and property.
(c) Public Property shall supervise on-site preparations for each special event, and coordinate private sector support services with City services
at such event.
SECTION 5. Director of Office of Risk Management.
(a) The Director of the Office of Risk Management ("Risk Manager") shall represent that office at all meetings of the Committee.
(b) The Risk Manager shall evaluate special event applications and advise the Committee on appropriate risk management measures to protect
the City from liability during an event, including but not limited to amounts and types of insurance to be required of event sponsors.
SECTION 6. City Solicitor.
(a) The City Solicitor or designee ("Solicitor') shall represent the Law Department at all meetings of the Committee.
(b) The Solicitor shall provide legal advice to the Committee on all matters relating to the consideration of special events permit applications
and the conduct of special events, including but not limited to the following:
(1) Permit requirements;
(2) Indemnification, insurance, and risk management issues;
(3) Leasing of public space;
(4) Ordinance and regulation requirements; and
(5) Special events policy oversight.
SECTION 7. Executive Director of Fairmount Park commission.
(a) The Executive Director of the Fairmount Park Commission or designee ("Fairmount Park") shall represent the Fairmount Park Commission
("Commission') at all meetings of the Committee.
(b) Fairmount Park shall review all special event applications involving the use of Park services or facilities, and determine the fees, rent, and
other charges to be required by the Committee for the use of such services and facilities.
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SECTION 8. Special Events Task Force.
(a) The Special Events Task Force shall consist of the members of the Special Events Review Committee and representatives of the following departments:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Police Department;
Fire Department;
Department of Recreation;
Department of Streets;
Department of Health; and
Department of Licenses and Inspections.

(b) Members of the Special Events Task Force shall (individually and collectively) perform such duties necessary or desirable for the planning and
staging of special events as are directed by the Managing Director, including but not limited to the following:
(1) Evaluate requests for City property, equipment, support services, and other resources, and submit for Committee approval the costs to be
charged to an event sponsor for such resources;
(2) Evaluate requests to close City streets, as well as event proposals that may affect the passage of traffic through City streets, and recommend to the Committee the approval or denial of such requests and proposals;
(3) Evaluate the need for cleanup and sanitation services at special events, and recommend to the Committee such sanitation measures that
should be required of an event sponsor;
(4) Coordinate the provision of City property, equipment, support services, and other resources for Committee approved special events;
(5) As directed by the Managing Director, provide technical assistance and information directly to special event sponsors on the planning, setup
and staging of events; and
(6) Consult with private sector entities to develop methods of cutting costs for providing City equipment and services at special events, and develop an abatement strategy for recurring City costs associated with special events.
ARTICLE III : SPECIAL EVENTS PERMITTING PROCEDURE
SECTION 1. Rules and Regulations.
The Committee may establish rules and regulations for the use of public property. Such rules and regulations shall become effective following
the procedure set forth in the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, and shall be enforced as regulations of the City.
SECTION 2. Time Restrictions.
The Committee may place reasonable time restrictions on the issuance of special event permits, including without limitation a prior notice requirement, first-come, first-served scheduling, limitations on frequency of use, and limitation of permits to normal operating hours for City
property.
SECTION 3. Location Restrictions.
The Committee may impose reasonable location restrictions on the issuance of special event permits, which restrictions may consider the historic use of the property, recreational use policies, the size of the property and the degree to which the special event would interfere with the
historic use and adopted recreational use policies for the property.
SECTION 4. Permit Considerations.
The Committee may deny or revoke a special event permit whenever it finds:
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(a) The applicant person or entity has previously violated the provisions of a special event permit or has submitted materially false or incomplete information on any special event permit application; or
(b) The special event would unreasonably interfere with the movement or service capability of police vehicles, fire fighting equipment or ambulance service; or
(c) The special event would unreasonably interfere with the historic recreational use and the adopted recreational use policies for a neighborhood park; or
(d) The special event would unreasonably interfere with another special event for which a permit has been issued; or
(e) The special event would create an undue burden on the personnel resources of the City; or
(f) The special event would have an unduly adverse impact on the environment or public health and safety.
SECTION 5. Street Closures.
All closures of City streets in conjunction with a special event shall be approved by the Committee after consultation with the Police Commissioner and the Streets Commissioner.
SECTION 6. Permit Fee.
The Committee may charge a permit application fee in an amount not to exceed the City's cost in administering such application.
SECTION 7. Other Permits.
The Committee may require a separate permit and fees for certain activities accessory to a special event, including but not limited to special
parking facilities, hanging banners, setting up tents, fireworks, and serving alcoholic beverages.
SECTION 8. Insurance.
(a) The Committee shall require every sponsor of a special event to provide a current certificate of insurance thirty (30) days prior to the event.
Such insurance shall protect the City from all claims for damages to property and bodily injury in connection with the event, and comply with
such other specified insurance coverage(s) and limits of liability as are established by the Committee. The certificate of insurance shall name
the City of Philadelphia as an additional insured.
(b) Notwithstanding Section 8(a), the Committee may adjust or eliminate the insurance requirement for a special event when, due to the nature
of a particular event, it determines that some or all of the insurance coverage is not necessary.
SECTION 9. Indemnity Agreement.
The Committee shall require every sponsor of a special event to execute an indemnity agreement in a form approved by the City Solicitor, holding the City, its elected and appointed officials, agents, and employees harmless against claims and losses arising from the special event or the
sponsor's use of City property.
SECTION 10. Special Rules For Fairmount Park.
(a) Except as they may be made expressly applicable by the Fairmount Park Commission (the Commission), the provisions of this Executive Order
shall not apply to property owned, leased, or maintained by the Commission.
(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), the Commission shall retain the right to reject any application for a special event that it determines would
not be in the best interests of the Park.
(c) The Commission shall retain the right to impose conditions and restrictions on the use of Park facilities in addition to or different from those
conditions and restrictions imposed by the Committee on the use of City facilities and resources.
112

(d) Notwithstanding the other provisions contained in this Executive Order, the Commission may authorize the holding of special events directly
benefiting Park facilities and programs at facilities administered by the Commission, without requiring the event sponsor to submit a special
event permit application to the Committee for approval or pay rent; provided, that the City shall be reimbursed by the event sponsor or the
Commission for all City services and support utilized on behalf of such special event.
SECTION 11. City-Sponsored Events.
All City government officials, departments, agencies, boards and commissions sponsoring a special event on City property shall comply with the
application procedures and other requirements set forth in this Executive Order; provided, however, that unless otherwise directed by the Committee, such City entities shall not be required to pay the fees and charges set forth herein.
SECTION 12. Committee-Designated Exempt Nonprofit Special Events.
(a) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Executive Order, the Committee may exempt a Nonprofit Special Event (as defined in Article V
herein) from payment of any or all fees and charges otherwise payable to the City and/or the Commission for a special event; provided, that
each exempted special event shall require the use of less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) in City and/or Commission labor, materials,
equipment, services, and other expenditures; and provided further, that a Public Interest Organization may sponsor no more than one (1) special
event per calendar year that is exempted by the Committee in whole or in part from the payment of fees and charges.
(b) All applicants for special event permits are presumed to have the financial means to pay the fees and charges required of event sponsors
pursuant to this Executive Order. An exemption from such fees and charges pursuant to Subsection (a) may only be granted by the Committee
upon petition of the special event sponsor, and production of such evidence as the Committee may require demonstrating to the Committee's
satisfaction that the sponsor is in fact unable to pay some or all of the fees and charges expected to be incurred by the special event. The sponsor must show that it cannot pay such fees and charges prior to or during the event, and that it cannot reasonably foresee that such funds could
become available within a reasonable period following the event. Decisions of the Committee pursuant to this Section 12 shall be final.
(c) In order for the Committee to exempt a Nonprofit Special Event from payment of any or all fees and charges pursuant to this Section 12, the
affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Committee is required. A request to exempt a Nonprofit Special Event from any or all fees
and charges due to the Commission may not be granted by the Committee without the affirmative vote of Fairmount Park.
(d) The sponsor of an exempted special event shall have the duty to notify the Committee of any change in circumstances occurring prior to or
during such event that impacts on its ability to pay any or all of the exempted fees and charges for the event. The Committee shall retain the
right to reimpose exempted fees and charges if it determines that such circumstances make the sponsor more able to pay such costs. The Committee may revoke the permit of any sponsor that willfully withholds from it prior to or during an exempted special event new information pertaining to its financial status. .
(e) All special events exempted from payment of any or all fees and charges pursuant to this Section 12 shall otherwise comply with all laws,
rules, and regulations of the Committee and the Commission (where applicable).
ARTICLE IV: PERMITTING & CHARGES
SECTION 1. Procedure For Determining Charges.
Every person or entity sponsoring a special event involving sale of items, charging of admissions, or closure of more than one block of City
streets, shall comply with the following requirements:
(a) Obtain a special event permit pursuant to Article III; provided, however, that prior to the issuance of a permit to use City property managed
by a City department or agency other than one represented on the Committee or Special Events Task Force, the director of the affected department or agency must consent to the issuance of the permit;
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(b) Submit an application in a form approved by the Committee within such time period prior to the special event as may be established by the
Committee;
(c) If the special event is to be located wholly or partially on property owned, leased, or maintained by the City or the Commission, pay property rent in scheduled amounts as may be determined from time to time by the Committee or Commission and published in Article V of this Executive Order (as such Article V may be amended from time to time). Article V and the rent schedule may include different charges for City
facilities based on the nonprofit purpose (if any) of a special event;
(d) Except as otherwise provided herein, pay all costs, at scheduled rates as determined from time to time by the director of the affected department or designee and approved by the Committee, for services and equipment exceeding normal service levels incurred during a special
event by City departments and agencies;
(e) Provide such services in compliance with all applicable City codes and regulations, including without limitation:
-

Event security and traffic control
Crowd management
Food preparation facilities
Waste and litter control
Toilet facilities
Fire and emergency medical facilities and personnel

and any other services necessary to ensure that an event is conducted in a safe manner to protect the safety, health, property, and general welfare of the City's citizens, as determined by the Committee. Security and traffic control services must be performed by City police officers or a
reputable outside provider approved by the Committee in advance. The sponsor must also hire other City and/or outside personnel as may be
required by the Committee to perform other necessary health and safety functions;
(f) (1) If the special event is to include sales of goods or food, submit to the City a list of all participating vendors together with a completed
Special Events Vendor License application for each vendor authorized by the sponsor to sell at the special event and not holding a current City
vendor license, and remit the required fee per vendor as a license fee; provided, that if such applications and license fees are not submitted to
the City at least ten (10) days prior to the first day of the special event, a late fee for each application shall be due and payable at the time of
submission.
(2) Notwithstanding the above, if a holder of a current City vendor license participates in a special event under conditions different from or not
permitted under the terms of the holder's license, the sponsor shall be required to submit a Special Event Vendor License application and remit
the required fee for such vendor;
(g) At least ten (10) business days prior to the first day of the special event, post a bond or cashier's check in the amount of the estimated cost
of City services as determined by the Committee, as well as the amount of any other sums due and payable to the City upon the occurrence of
the special event. If after the special event the City determines that the actual cost was less than the amount posted, funds will be reimbursed
as promptly as possible. If the actual cost of City services exceeds the posted amount, payment must be made within fifteen (15) calendar days
after the City invoices the sponsor for these costs; and
(h) Submit an independently audited statement of gross revenues derived from the special event within such time period after the special event
as may be specified by the Committee.
SECTION 2. Publishing of Rates and Charges.
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Beginning with Fiscal Year 1994, sixty (60) days prior to the start of each City fiscal year, the Committee shall establish and publish special
event rental rates, service cost recovery amounts, and other fees for the upcoming fiscal year. Such publication shall appear as Article V to this
Executive Order. Fiscal Year 1993 rates shall be as published by the Committee in Article v herein on the effective date of this Executive Order.
SECTION 3. Reimbursements to City Departments.
Any and all amounts paid to the City for equipment and additional department costs exceeding normal service levels incurred because of special
events shall be reimbursed to the City departments providing such equipment and services (and the Fairmount Park Commission, if applicable)
as abatements for costs expended by them, upon submission to the Managing Director of an itemized statement of expenses from each affected
department.
SECTION 4. Payments to the City.
All payments to the City relating to special events, including but not limited to application fees and rents, shall be directed to the City's General
Fund.
SECTION 5. Managing Director's Report.
The Managing Director shall submit a report on the City costs and charges for special events to the Mayor and City Council at the end of each
fiscal year.
ARTICLE V: SCHEDULE OF RATES & DEADLINES
The following schedule of rates is adopted for all special events located in the City of Philadelphia:
SECTION 1. Definitions.
For purposes of this schedule of rates, the terms stated below shall have the following meanings:
Additional Department costs' means all additional costs for services exceeding normal service levels incurred during a special event by all City
Departments, as recommended by the Commissioners of said departments and approved by the Committee.
Public Interest Organizations means either: (1) an entity qualifying for exemption from taxation pursuant to Section 501(c)(3) or Section
501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (or successor statute); or (2) an organization with an active membership of twentyfive (25) or more City residents, organized to improve the quality of life in the City of Philadelphia or part thereof, and that earns no profit for
itself or any person.
Gross Event Revenues means all funds earned or raised by a special event from several sources, including but not limited to paid
admission/ticket charges, sponsorships and broadcast rights fees, Sales, and booth, vendor, or other participation fees.
Sales means sales of food, beverages, novelties, services, or any other items offered for general sale to the public.
SECTION 2. Event Classifications.
For purposes of this schedule, the event classifications stated below shall have the following meanings:
'Nonprofit Special Event' means a special event which (1) is sponsored by a Public Interest Organization, and (2) contributes or reserves, without
deductions or offsets, ninety percent (90%) or more of Gross Event Revenues to a Public Interest Organization.
'Profit Special Events means a special event which contributes or reserves, without deductions or offsets, less than ten percent (10%) of Gross
Event Revenues to a Public Interest Organization.
SECTION 3. Application Fee and Deadlines.
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(a) Applications for special events shall be submitted as early as possible, but no later than seventy-five (75) days prior to the expected first day
of a special event. Applications submitted within seventy-five (75) days of the first day of a special event must be accompanied by payment of a
Twenty-Five Dollar ($25.00) late fee.
(b) All persons or entities submitting a special event application shall remit an application fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) at the time of submission.
The application fee and any late fee shall be payable only by check or money order payable to the City, and shall be non-refundable.
SECTION 4. Special Event Vendor License Fee.
All persons or entities submitting a Special Event Vendor License application shall remit an application fee of Seventy-Five Dollars ($75.00) at
the time of submission. A late fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per application shall be remitted with all applications submitted within ten (10) days
of the first day of a special event. The fees shall be payable only by check or money order payable to the City, and shall be non-refundable.
SECTION 5. Street Closing Permit.
All applications for street closing permits to be issued for special events, non-resident sponsored block parties, or any other unusual activity,
shall cost Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per block. This application fee must be posted with the appropriate application no later than seventy-five (75)
days prior to the expected first day of the activity. Applications submitted within seventy-five (75) days of the first day of the activity must be
accompanied by payment of a TwentyFive Dollar ($25.00) late fee. The fees shall be payable only by check or money order payable to the City,
and shall be non-refundable.
SECTION 6. Rent: Profit Special Events.
All persons or entities conducting a Profit Special Event wholly or partially on property which is owned, leased or maintained by the City shall
pay daily property rent as required by the Committee and listed on Exhibit "A"' attached hereto.
SECTION 7. City Personnel Cost Recovery: Profit Special Events.
In addition to rent, each sponsor or producer of a Profit Special Event shall reimburse the City an amount equal to all personnel costs for services provided by all City departments, including but not limited to costs for public safety, public health, sanitation, and Department of Public
Property personnel.
SECTION 8. City Equipment Cost Recovery: All Events.
Each sponsor of a Profit or Nonprofit Special Event shall pay rental fees in advance for any and all equipment provided by the City to the event.
Such fees shall be as listed on the Schedule of Equipment attached hereto as Exhibit "B", as the same may be amended from time to time.
Following the conclusion of an event, the sponsor shall pay the City for the repair and/or replacement costs (as determined by the City in its
sole discretion) of equipment that is not returned or returned in an unacceptable condition (reasonable wear and tear excepted).
ARTICLE VI: DISSEMINATION; EFFECTIVE DATE
SECTION 1. Dissemination of Information.
A copy of this Executive Order and/or a summary of its provisions shall be distributed to all current officials of the Administrative and Executive
Branch, and to all newly appointed officials. Such a summary shall also be provided to all sponsors and prospective sponsors of special events.
SECTION 2. Effective Date.
This Order shall take effect immediately.
Date: 13 April 1993
Signed: Edward G. Rendell, Mayor
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City of Philadelphia Special Event Applications
Copies of all City of Philadelphia applications relating to special
events and festivals can be found on the Office of Special Events’
website here:

https://phlevents.org/applications/
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PHOTO CREDITS & SPECIAL THANKS

-

City of Philadelphia Mayor’s Office
Visit Philadelphia (Greater Philadelphia Tourism & Marketing Corp.)
Philadelphia Convention & Visitor’s Bureau
City of Philadelphia Office of the City Representative
City of Philadelphia Police Department
City of Philadelphia Fire Department
City of Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation
City of Philadelphia Office of Emergency Management
PhillyRising Collaborative
City of Philadelphia Office of Transportation & Infrastructure Systems
City of Philadelphia Office of Innovation & Technology
City of Philadelphia Streets Department
City of Philadelphia Department of Licenses and Inspections
Bill Z. Foster (Photographer - MDO-OSE)
Lowell Brown (Kensington Kinetic Sculpture Derby)

-

Philadelphia International Airport
Southeastern PA Transit Authority
National Park Service (INHP)
University of Pennsylvania
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
The Food Trust
Temple University
Drexel University
PHLSports
Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteer Service
City of Philadelphia Department of Public Property
City of Philadelphia Health Department
Anthony Webb (Photographic Specialist - OCR)
City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program
Napoleon Suarez (Kensington Kinetic Sculpture Derby)

The Office of Special Events Team
Jazelle Jones
Mechelle Sabb
Robert T. Allen
Ilia Ghee
Olivia Gillison
Natalie Faragalli
Zina Van Sciver
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